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ВСТУП

Курс лекцій з нормативної навчальної дисципліни

«Лінгвокраїнознавство основної іноземної мови» укладений відповідно до

освітньо-професійної програми підготовки  бакалаврів за освітньо-

професійною програмою: Германські мови та літератури (переклад включно).

Предметом вивчення  навчальної дисципліни є сучасне життя,

національна культура та історія англомовних країн як фактори, що визначають

самосвідомість народу, особливості мовленнєвої поведінки та менталітет.

Міждисциплінарні зв’язки:  курс «Лінгвокраїнознавство основної

іноземної мови» входить до циклу фундаментальних дисциплін з іноземної

філології, є продовженням шкільного знайомства з культурою і реаліями

англомовних країн на більш високому рівні, тому, з одного боку, спирається

на пройдений матеріал та засвоєні знання в школі, а з іншого – є логічно

пов’язаний з курсами вступу до мовознавства, основ теорії мовної комунікації,

історії англійської мови, порівняльної лексикології англійської та української

мови, теорії і практики перекладу, основної іноземної мови (усна англійська).

Метою викладання навчальної дисципліни «Лінгвокраїнознавство

основної іноземної мови»  є формування у студентів системи сучасних

лінгвокультурних знань, органічно поєднуючи вивчення національної

культури та історії як факторів, що визначають самосвідомість народу, – з

філологічною метою, – засвоєнням достатнього за обсягом активного

лексичного матеріалу. Причому видається необхідним, щоб базова лексика

включала не тільки низку реалій країни , але й ключові тематичні слова і

вирази, що є типовими для лінгвокультурного простору, що вивчається; в свою

чергу система сучасних лінгвокультурних знань включає знання про

специфіку мовних картин світу і відповідних особливостей мовної поведінки

носіїв мови, та вмінь застосування набутих знань на практиці іншомовного

спілкування, перекладу та в адекватному лінгвокультурному аналізі іноземної

мови і мовлення.

Згідно з вимогами освітньо-професійної програми студенти повинні:



знати :

− національну культуру та історію англомовних країн як фактори, що

визначають національну самосвідомість народу;

− достатній за обсягом активний лексичний матеріал, що включає реалії

країни, ключові слова і вирази, що є типовими для лінгвокультурного

простору англомовних країн;

− особливості мовної поведінки носіїв мови;

− особливості соціокультурного життя Великобританії, США та інших

англомовних країн;

− найновіші, свіжі погляди на різноманітні аспекти життя англомовних

країн;

− маловідомі факти з різних сфер духовної та матеріальної культури

англомовних націй;

− систему спеціальних термінів, що позначають національно – специфічні

реалії суспільного життя, матеріального побуту, історії та культури кожної

англомовної країни;

вміти :

− застосовувати набуті знання для компетентного перекладу відповідних

текстів та різних типів дискурсу;

− аналізувати лексичні одиниці, поняття, ідіоматичні вирази;

− знаходити відповідні еквіваленти до реалій соціо- та лінгвокультурного

життя англомовних країн із залученням більш широкого  країнознавчого

контексту;

− знаходити відповідні  еквіваленти до реалій, а за їх відсутності

знаходити інші способи їх перекладу.



Lecture 1-2
The subject-matter of cultural studies

1. The aim and the task of the discipline.

2. Definition of Language, Culture, Communication. Interconnection of Language and

Culture.

3. Culture study as a discipline.

4. Cross-cultural communication. Intercultural communication principles. English as

the language of cross-cultural communication.

5. English-speaking countries.

1. The discipline “Country-study: linguistic aspect” is rather new and unexplored

brunch of linguistics. Its main task is to reveal the connections of language and

culture of a certain nation and native speakers.

Country-study through linguistic aspect unites from the one hand the language study

from the other – gives the knowledge about the country which language is studied.

As the main subject of this discipline isn’t a country but the background knowledge

of native speakers, their culture then it is better to speak about culture-study (about

this discipline we’ll speak later).

The Country-study consider to be social science discipline and country-study

through linguistic is the philological discipline. The Country Studies Series presents

a description and analysis of the historical setting and the social, economic, political,

and national security systems and institutions of countries throughout the world.

The content of cultural learning should cover the following areas of study:

· social identity and social groups: groups within the nation-state which are the

basis; for other than national identity, including social class, regional identity, ethnic

minority, professional identity, and which illustrate the complexity of individuals’

social identities and of national society (the issue of national identity is dealt with

under ‘stereotypes‘ );



· social interaction: conventions of verbal and non-verbal behaviour in social

interaction at different levels of familiarity, as outsider and insider within social

groups;

· belief and behaviour: routine and taken for granted actions within a social

group national or sub-national – and the moral and religious beliefs which are

embodied within them; secondly, routines of behaviour taken from daily life which

are not seen as significant markers of the identity of the group;

· socio-political institutions: institutions of the state – and the values and

meanings they embody – which characterize the state and its citizens and which

constitute a framework for ordinary, routine life within the national and sub-national

groups; provision for health care, for law and order, for social security, for local

government, etc.;

· socialization and the life-cycle: institutions of socialization – families,

schools, employment, religion, military service – and the ceremonies which mark

passage through stages of social life; representation of divergent practices in

different social groups as well as national auto-stereotypes of expectations and

shared interpretations;

· national history: periods and events, historical and contemporary, which are

significant in the constitution of the nation and its identity – both actually significant

and, not necessarily identical, perceived as such by its members;

· national geography: geographical factors within the national boundaries

which are significant in members’ perception of their country; other factors which

are information (known but not significant to members) essential to outsiders in

intercultural communication;

· national culture heritage: cultural artifacts perceived to be emblems and

embodiments of national culture from past and present, in particular those which are

‘known’ to 95 members of the nation – e.g. Shakespeare in Britain, the

Impressionists in France – through their inclusion in curricula of formal education;

and also contemporary classics, not all of which have reached the school curriculum



and some of which may be transient but significant, created by television and other

media – e.g. AgathaChristie in Britain;

· stereotypes and national identity: for example, German and English notions

of what is ‘typically’ German and English national identity; the origins of the notions

– historical and contemporary – and comparisons among them, symbols of national

identities and stereotypes and their meanings, e.g. famous monuments and people.

According to this may be posed two tasks:

1. to derive the cultural information from the language units. So culture will be under

study;

2. to study the language unit against the background of the image formed with the help

of national-code association. The image is studied through semantics and

phraseology. So according to this approach we’ll study not a culture but language

and cross-cultural competence providing communicative competence.

Cultural competence is a term used for the ability of people of one culture to

understand, communicate, operate, and provide effective services to people of

another given culture, or in other words, cross-culturally. The term is fairly recent

but has become widely used in the fields of education,social work,

and healthcare regulatory compliance within the United States, to discuss

acceptance of persons from a wide array of diverse backgrounds and cultures. In the

field of linguistics, for example, the use of the term “competence” refers to the

ability to communicate effectively in a particular language or community of

speakers.

Cultural competence is becoming increasingly necessary for work, home,

community social lives.

The principal aim of country-study through linguistic aspect is to ensure

communicative competence in the cross-communicative acts; to acquaint student

with the culture and traditions of the country through the language. The discipline

“Country-study through linguistic aspect” provides a number of problems. One of

them – the main philological problem – the identical understanding of the text.

Another principle task of this discipline is to study language units, which represent
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the national cultural peculiarities of people (as a native speaker) and the environment

of his/her inhabitancy.

2. A language is a syntactically organized system of signals, such as voice

sounds, intonations or pitch, gestures or, written symbols which communicate

thoughts or feelings. Human spoken and written languages can be described as

a system of symbols (sometimes known as lexemes) and thegrammars (rules) by

which the symbols are manipulated. A system of words formed from such

combinations and patterns, used by the people of a particular country or by a group

of people with a shared history or set of traditions.

Culture (from the Latin cultura stemming from colere, meaning “to cultivate”)

generally refers to patterns of human activity and the symbolic structures that give

such activity significance. Different definitions of “culture” reflect different

theoretical bases for understanding, or criteria for evaluating, human activity. In

some contexts, a frequent usage of the term culture is to indicate artefacts in music,

literature, painting and sculpture, theatre and film. Although some people identify

culture in terms of consumption and consumer goods (as in high culture, low

culture, folk culture, or popular culture), anthropologists understand “culture” to

refer not only to consumption goods, but to the general processes which produce

such goods and give them meaning, and to the social relationships and practices in

which such objects and processes become embedded. For them, culture thus includes

technology, art, science, as well as moral systems.

Many people today have an idea of “culture” that developed in Europe during the

18th and early 19th centuries. This notion of culture reflected inequalities within

European societies, and between European powers and their colonies around the

world. It identifies “culture” with “civilization” and contrasts it with “nature”

According to this way of thinking, one can classify some countries as more civilized

than others, and some people as more cultured than others.

Communication is a process that allows beings - in particular humans – to exchange

information by several methods. Communication requires that all parties understand

a common language that is exchanged. There are auditory means, such as speaking
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or singing, and nonverbal, physical means, such as body language, sign

language, paralanguage, touch, eye contact, or the use of writing.

Nonetheless, communication is usually described along a few major dimensions:

1. Content (what type of things are communicated)

2. Emisor/Source (by whom)

3. Form (in which form)

4. Channel (through which medium)

5. Destination/Receiver (to whom)

6. Purpose/Pragmatic aspect (with what kind of results)

In a simplistic model, information or content (e.g. a message in natural language) is

sent in some form (as spoken language) from an emisor/sender/encoder to a

destination/receiver/decoder. In a slightly more complex form a sender and a

receiver are linked reciprocally.

Nonverbal communication is the act of imparting or interchanging thoughts,
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opinions or information without the use of words, using gestures, sign

language, facial expressions and body language instead. Much of the “emotional

meaning” we take from other people is found in the person’s facial expressions and

tone of voice, comparatively little is taken from what the person actually says (More

Than Talk).

3. Cultural studies is an academic discipline which combines political

economy, communication, sociology, social theory, literary theory, media

theory,film/video studies, cultural anthropology, philosophy, museum

studies and art history/criticism to study cultural phenomena in various societies.

Cultural studies researchers often concentrate on how a particular phenomenon

relates to matters of ideology, nationality, ethnicity, social class, and/or gender. The

term was coined by Richard Hoggart in 1964 when he founded the

Birmingham Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies or CCCS. It has since

become strongly associated with Stuart Hall, who succeeded Hoggart as Director.

Anthropology (from Greek: ἀνθρωπος, anthropos, "human being"; and

λόγος, logos, "knowledge") is the study of humanity. Anthropology has origins in

the natural sciences, the humanities, and the social sciences. Ethnography is both

one of its primary methods, and the text that is written as a result of the practice of

anthropology.

Linguistic anthropology seeks to understand the processes of human

communications, verbal and non-verbal, variation in language across time and

space, the social uses of language, and the relationship between language and

culture. It is the branch of anthropology that brings linguistic methods to bear on

anthropological problems, linking the analysis of linguistic forms and processes to

the interpretation of sociocultural processes. Linguistic anthropologists often draw

on related fields including anthropological linguistics, sociolinguistics, cognitive

linguistics, semiotics, discourse analysis, and narrative analysis.

4. Cross-cultural communication (also frequently referred to as intercultural

communication) is a field of study that looks at how people from

differing cultural backgrounds endeavour to communicate.
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Cross-cultural communication tries to bring together such relatively unrelated areas

as cultural anthropology and established areas of communication. Its core is to

establish and understand how people from different cultures communicate with each

other. Its charge is to also produce some guidelines with which people from different

cultures can better communicate with each other.

Cultural anthropology is one of four fields of anthropology (the holistic study

of humanity) as it developed in the United States. It is the branch of anthropology

that has developed and promoted “culture” as a meaningful scientific concept; it is

also the branch of anthropology that studies cultural variation among humans.

5. English is the second most widely spoken language in the world (the first is

Chinese) and it is the most popular. It is the official language of the United Kingdom,

Ireland (Eire), the USA, Canada, Jamaica, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand

and it is widely spoken in India. It is the language of international business and

science, of aviation and shipping. It is the language of computer science, of sport

and politics. About one third of the world speaks English.

Varieties of English
As so many people speak English in so many different countries, there are many

different “Englishes”. The best form of English is called Standard English and it

is the language of educated English speakers. It is used by the Government, the BBC,

the Universities and it is often called Queen’s English.

American English is the variety of English spoken in the USA. It is different from

English in pronunciation, intonation, spelling, and vocabulary and sometimes even

in grammar.

An Englishman goes to the town centre to see a film while an American goes

downtown to see a movie. If an Englishman needs a pen he would ask you: “Have

you got a pen, please?”, but an American would say: “Do you have a pen?”

Australian and New Zealand English, also called Australian English, are very

similar. Especially in pronunciation they are also similar to British English, but there

are differences in vocabulary and slang. Many terms, such as kangaroo, dingo,
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wombat and boomerang, come from the Aboriginal language and many other s from

the Cockney dialect spoken by the first settlers, the Londoners.

Questions to be discussed:

1. What should the content of cultural learning combine?

2. What is the main task of country-study?

3. What is the definition of language?

4. What is the interconnection of Language and Culture?

5. What does Cultural Study combine?

6. What is cross-cultural communication?

7. What is Standard English?

Lecture 3-4
Ethnic and geographical identification in Great Britain

1. Fundamental facts about GB.

2. Country and people.

3. Geographical identification in GB.

1. Fundamental facts about GB.

• 'I think that English people are quite reserved. I had to laugh when I went by tube

and saw everyone sitting and reading their newspapers.'

• 'My in-laws are from the Middle East - they think that we boil all our food. If the

truth be told I would rather eat curry than boiled cabbage!'

• ' People think the English are no good at learning foreign languages and have the

attitude that if they yell loud enough in English the "foreigners" will eventually

understand them... '

• 'A lot of folks overseas think that the English are crazy about dogs and love them

more than their kids!'

• 'Tea and the Queen come to mind.'

Tower of London, London



Clifton Suspension Bridge, Bristol

Westminster Abbey

Wembley Stadium

Cambridge University

William Shakespeare

The Beatles

Edward Elgar

Charles Darwin

King Arthur

Isaak Newton

Sunday roast consisting of roast beef, roast potatoes, vegetables and Yorkshire

pudding

London is the largest urban area in England, the United Kingdom, and the European

Union

The River Severn

North York Moors

Buckingham Palace

The Palace of Westminster

Hadrian Wall

Stonehenge

Why the name Great Britain?

Great Britain was known as the land of Albinos and hence its name was Albion.

Britannia, the word used by the Romans for the British Isles, gave rise to the name

Britain.The word  „great”  was prefixed to the word „Britain”  to name the political

unit of Britain. So Britain is an island while the geopolitical unit is referred to as

Great Britain.

• Britannia

• Albion

• Britain

• Great Britain



• British Isles

• United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Fundamental Facts About     Great Britain

• Great Britain is the largest island of the British Isles. It boasts of being the largest

island of Europe and ranks eighth in the list of the largest islands of the world.

• With Ireland to its west, it occupies the largest part of the territory of state that is

called United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

• Great Britain takes up an area of around 209,331 square kilometers.

• It is the third most populated island of the world. Java and Honshu top the list of

the most populated islands of the world.

• The eastern and southern regions of Great Britain are low-lying areas while hills

and mountains are found in the northern and western regions.

• Great Britain is separated from Continental Europe by the English Channel.

• Ben Nevis, at a height of 1344 meters is the highest point in Great Britain.

• London is the largest city of Great Britain and also an important financial city of

Europe.

• The English constitute a large part of Great Britain‟s population. The Scottish, the

Irish and the Welsh also inhabit Great Britain. Lately, people from the Indian

subcontinent, Africa and other parts of the world have started moving to Great

Britain, leading to a rise in its population.

• Mainly the English language is spoken in Great Britain. Apart from this, Welsh

and Scottish are also spoken.

• Great Britain was developed into a union of Scotland and England. The Acts of

Union in 1707 caused the merger of the two countries and led to the formation of

the Kingdom of Great Britain. Due to Act of Union between Great Britain and

Ireland in 1801, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland was formed.

St George’s Cross

St Andrew’s Cross

St Patrick’s Cross



The Union Jack

Dragon of Cadwallader

Plants (rose, thistle, leek/daffodil, shamrock)

The National Anthem is “God Save the Queen”. The British National Anthem

originated in a patriotic song first performed in 1745. It became known as the

National Anthem from the beginning of the nineteenth century. On official

occasions,   only the first verse is usually sung, as follows:

God save our gracious Queen!

Long live our noble Queen!

God save the Queen!

Send her victorious,

Happy and glorious,

Long to reign over us,

God save the Queen.

An additional verse is

occasionally sung:

Thy choicest gifts in store

On her be pleased to pour,

Long may she reign.

May she defend our laws,

And give us ever cause,

To sing with heart and voice,

God save the Queen.

Interesting Facts

• The English language is a West Germanic language, originating from England.

• Over fifty percent of the English language is derived from Latin

• English is the third most common "first" language (native speakers), with around

402 million people in 2002.



England, unlike Wales and Scotland, has no national dress. Some people think men

in England wear suits and bowler hats but it is very unusual these days to see anyone

wearing a bowler hat.

The skirt-like kilt which is familiar to us today evolved around the middle of

the 18th century from the more commonly worn and functional belted plaid (in

Gaelic, feileadh breacan or feileadh mor, 'the big kilt')

It's perhaps a little ironic to feature bagpipes in this section since one thing that

is certain about the early history of the instrument is that it was definitely not

uniquely Scottish.

Tartan is, without doubt, one of the nation's major 'brands' – instantly

recognised the world over as uniquely Scottish.

Ask people what they associate most with Scotland and you'll probably get a

variety of answers - tartan, golf and Robert Burns would certainly all be

mentioned.

Welsh National Costume was invented by a wealthy English lady, Lady Llanofer ,

in the early-19th century to encourage Welsh women to wear wool produced in mills

owned by her friends John Bull vs Uncle Sam.

Things to do in England

• Do stand in line: In England we like to form orderly queues (standing in line) and

wait patiently for our turn e.g. boarding a bus. It is usual to queue when required,

and expected that you will take your correct turn and not push in front.

'Queue jumping' is frowned upon.

• Do take your hat off when you go indoors (men only): It is impolite for men to

wear hats indoors especially in churches. Nowadays, it is becoming more common

to see men wearing hats indoors. However, this is still seen as being impolite,

especially to the older generations.

• Do say "Excuse Me": If someone is blocking your way and you would like them

to move, say excuse me and they will move out of your way.



• Do say "Please" and "Thank you": It is very good manners to say "please" and

"thank you". It is considered rude if you don't. You will notice in England that we

say 'thank you' a lot.

• Do cover your Mouth: When yawning or coughing always cover your mouth with

your hand.

• Do Shake Hands: When you are first introduced to someone, shake their right

hand with your own right hand.

• Do say sorry: If you accidentally bump into someone, say 'sorry'. They probably

will too, even if it was your fault! This is a habit and can be seen as very amusing

by an 'outsider'.

• Do Smile: A smiling face is a welcoming face.

• Do Drive on the left side of the road

• Do open doors for other people: Men and women both hold open the door for

each other. It depends on who goes through the door first.

· The word “pub” is short for......

… public house. There are over 60,000 pubs in the UK (53,000 in England and

Wales, 5,200 in Scotland and 1,600 in Northern Ireland). One of the oldest pubs,

Fighting Cocks in St. Albans, Herts, is located in a building that dates back to the

eleventh century.

What do the British usually drink in pubs?

British Beer

• Most pubs belong to a brewery (a company which makes beer) but sell many

different kinds of beer, some on tap (from a big container under the bar) and some

in bottles. The most popular kind of British beer is bitter, which is dark and served

at room temperature (not hot, not cold). British beer is brewed from malt and hops.

• More popular today though is lager, which is lighter in colour and served cold.

Guinness, a very dark, creamy kind of beer called a stout, is made in Ireland and is

popular all over Britain.

• In the West of England, cider made from apples, is very popular. Like wine, it is

described as sweet or dry, but is drunk in beer glasses and can be stronger than beer.



• Beers are served in "pints" for a large glass and "halves" for a smaller one.

What are their opening hours?

• British pubs are required to have a licence, which is difficult to obtain, and allows

the pub to operate for up to 24 hours. Most pubs are open from 11 to 11.

Are the names of the pubs important?

• Pubs have traditional names which date back over 600 years.

• Some typical names are The Chequers, The White Swan, The Crown, The King's

Arms, The Red Lion and The White Horse. People often refer to the pub by its name

when giving directions: Turn left at the Rose and Crown. There is usually a sign

outside the pub showing the pub's name with a picture.

2. THE UNITED KINGDOM: COUNTRY AND PEOPLE

“Great Britain” is a geographical expression but “the United Kingdom” is a political

expression. Great Britain is the biggest of the group of islands which lie between the

North Sea and the Atlantic Ocean and separated from Europe by the English

Channel. It is approximately two and a half times the size of Ireland, the second

largest, separated by the Irish Sea. “Britain” and “British” have two meanings. They

sometimes refer to Great Britain alone and sometimes to the UK including Northern

Ireland. “England” and “English” are often incorrectly used to refer to the whole of

Great Britain.

The British Isles are shared today by two separate and independent states. The

smaller of these is the Republic of Ireland (or Eire), with its capital in Dublin. The

larger, with London as its capital, is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland. The long title is usually shortened to the United Kingdom or the

UK. With an area of about 243, 000 sq km (93,000 sq mi), the UK is just under 1,000

km (about 600 mi) from the South coast to the extreme North of Scotland and just

under 500 km (about 300 mi) across at the widest point.

The island of Great Britain contains three “nations” which were separate at earlier

stages of their history: England, Scotland and Wales. Wales (with its capital city

Cardiff) has become part of the English administrative system by the 16th century.



The Welsh call their country Cymru and themselves Cymry, a word which has the

same root as “a friend”. Scotland (poetically called Caledonia with its capital city

Edinburgh) was not completely united with England until 1707. The United

Kingdom is the name, which was introduced in 1801 when Great Britain was united

with Ireland. When the Republic of Ireland became independent of London in 1922,

the title was changed to its present form. (The capital city of Northern Ireland is

Belfast). There are two small parts of the British Isles which have special political

arrangements. These “Crown Dependencies” – The Isle of Man and the Channel

Islands – are not part of the UK. They are largely self-governing with their own

legislative assemblies and systems of law. The British Government is, however,

responsible for their defence and international relations.

The flag of Britain, commonly known as the Union Jack (which derives from the

use of the Union Flag on the jack-staff of naval vessels), embodies the Union of

three countries under one Sovereign. The emblems that appear on the Union Flag

are the crosses of three patron saints: the red cross of St. George, for England, on a

white ground; the white diagonal cross of St. Andrew, for Scotland, on a blue

ground; the red diagonal cross of St. Patrick, for Ireland, on a white ground. The

final version of the flag appeared in 1801, following the union of Great Britain with

Ireland. The cross remains in the flag although now only Northern Ireland is part of

the UK. Wales is not represented in the Union Flag because, when the first version

of the flag appeared, Wales was already united with England. The national flag of

Wales – a red dragon on a field of white and green – dates from the 15th century.

The national flower of England is the rose. The flower has been adopted as

England’s emblem since the time of the Wars of Roses (civil wars) – 1455-1485

between the royal House of Lancaster (whose emblem was a red rose) and the royal

House of York (whose emblem was a white rose). With the defeat of King Richard

III (of York) by the future Henry VII on 22 August 1485, the two roses were united

into the Tudor rose (a red rose with a white centre) when Henry VII married

Elizabeth of York. The national flower of Northern Ireland is the shamrock

(трилисник), a plant similar to clover which is said to have been used by St. Patrick



to illustrate the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. The Scottish national flower is the

thistle which was first used in the 15th century as a symbol of defence. The national

flower of Wales is usually considered to be the daffodil; however, humble leek (лук-

порей) is also considered to be a traditional emblem of Wales, possibly because its

colours, white over green, echo the ancient Welsh standard.

In the centre of the national emblem is situated a heraldic shield, divided into 4 parts.

Left upper part and right lower part symbolize England (3 gold leopards on a red

ground). Right upper part – Scottish emblem (a red lion on a gold ground). Left

lower part – Irish emblem (yellow harp  on a blue ground). Around the shield there

is a garter with French words “Honi soit qui mal y pense” (“Evil be to him who evil

thinks”). This garter symbolizes the Order of Garter, an ancient order of knighthood

founded by Edward III in 1348, of which the Queen is the Sovereign. The shield is

held by two Royal Beasts – the Lion with the crown in the left, the Unicorn in the

right. Under them there is a blue ribbon with words “Dieu et mon droit” (God and

my right) chosen by Richard I which since then have been the official motto of the

Sovereign. In the background there is rose (England), thistle (Scotland), trefoil

(Ireland), and leek (Wales).

Britain is unpredictable in climate and varied in scenery. There is a dramatic contrast

between Highland and Lowland Britain. The most precise distinction is

geological. The rocks of most of the North and West of Great Britain are harder and

older than those of the South and East. These older rocks are covered by large areas

of moorland such as the Lake District, the Pennines (England’s main mountain

chain, “the backbone of England”) and much of Scotland and Wales, where the soils

are poor, thin and stony. In addition these areas are wetter and harder to reach than

the lower land to the south and east. As a result these areas of the British Isles are

thinly populated except where coal or iron have been discovered. The South and East

are rarely flat, but instead of continuous moorland there are bands of hills which

alternate with areas of lowland. The soils are generally deeper and richer, the climate

is drier and better suited for farming. Industry benefits from easier communications.

Thus human settlement in these areas is dense and more evenly spread.



The highest mountain Ben Nevis, in the Highlands of Scotland, 1,343 m (4,406

ft)

The longest river the Severn, 354 km (220 mi) long which rises in central Wales

and flows through Shrewsburry, Worcester, and Gloucester in England to the Bristol

Channel. The largest lake is Lough Neagh [lok nei], Northern Ireland, 396 sq km

(153 sq mi).

The closest point to mainland Europe: Dover, Kent. The Channel Tunnel, which

links England and France, is a little over 50 km (31 mi) long, of which nearly 38 km

(24 mi) are under the English Channel.

The weather. Britain is as far north as Canada's Hudson Bay or Siberia, yet its

climate is much milder because of the Gulf Stream, which brings warm water and

air across the Atlantic from the Gulf of Mexico. Snow only falls occasionally and

does not remain for long, except in the Scottish mountains. Average temperatures in

England and Wales vary from +4C in January to +16C in July and August. In

Scotland averages are one or two degrees cooler. The wind brings rain from the

Atlantic to the hills of the west. This means that western parts of Britain are wetter

than the east, which is fairly sheltered. London is drier than continental cities such

as Hamburg.

The UK population in mid-2000 was estimated at 59.8 mln, the second largest in the

European Union. England accounts for about 84%, Scotland – 9%, Wales – 5%,

Northern Ireland – 3%. The UK population is projected to rise to nearly 61.8 mln by

2011. The number of households in GB rose by almost half between 1961 and 2001,

from 16.3 mln to 24.1 mln. Over the same period the average household size fell

from 3.3 to 2.4 people per household. Although most people still live in a couple

household, an increasing proportion of people are living on their own. In spring 2000

almost three in ten households in GB comprised one person living alone. During

1970s and 1980s there was emphasis on the provision of first public and then private

housing which enabled households to occupy separate accommodation. Households



containing a lone parent family living on their own formed one in seventeen out of

all households in 1961, but one in eleven in 2000.

Analysis of the Labour Force Survey found the following patterns of population by

ethnic groups. On average between spring 2000 and winter 2000/01 over 4 mln

people (7.1%) in GB described themselves as belonging to a non-White ethnic

group, about one person in fourteen. The Indian group forms the largest non-White

ethnic group, representing about 1.7% of all groups in the UK. Ethnic minorities are

concentrated in the cities. The percentage of members of ethnic minorities who are

unemployed, or in low-grade jobs, is higher than in the population as a whole. Racial

discrimination and poor living conditions have contributed to racial violence

especially in day-to-day form of relations between young blacks and the police, or

in the more extreme form of inner-city riots. This is despite the Race Relations Act

(1976) designed to promote equality of opportunity for people of all races.

The 2001 Census included, for the first time in GB since 1851, a question of

religion. Although many people say they are Christians, this is not reflected in

church membership, which is only 13% of the population of England; it is much

higher in Northern Ireland (80%).

Christianity is the predominant religious tradition in the UK in size of its followers.

There are two churches legally recognized as the official churches of the state, or

established churches: in England, the Anglican Church of England, and in

Scotland, the Presbyterian Church of Scotland. There is no longer an established

Church of Wales or Northern Ireland.

The Hindu community in the UK numbers between 400,000 and 550,000 although

some community members suggest 1,000,000. The UK now has over 140 Hindu

temples. The Jewish community in the UK numbers about 300,000 and around 30%

are affiliated to synagogues. There are about 1.5 mln Muslims in the UK. There are

about 1,000 mosques and numerous community Muslim centres. There are between

400,000 and 500,000 members of the Sikh community in the UK. Other faiths

represented in GB include Buddhism (with some 50 monasteries and temples), the

Zoroastrian religion, the Baha'i etc.



Every British region has its own way of pronouncing words and sentences of English

that identifies the speaker with a particular geographical area. After 1500 the

language of London gradually emerges ad the most dominant form, and today the

London or Southern accent is usually accepter as Standard English. This is

sometimes referred to as “BBC English” since at one time all announcers on BBC

radio and television were required to speak it. Standard correct English as

traditionally spoken by an educated southerner is also called Queen’s English, while

a simplified form of the language intended at as an international means of

communication with a basic vocabulary of 850 words is called Basic English. RP

(Received Pronunciation) is a non-regional accent of Standard English, often

regarded as a prestige form. Its informal name is Oxford accent.

Except English, there are numerous native languages spoken in the UK. According

to the 1991 census, 527,510 people spoke Welsh. It is increasingly used in schools

and by some local authorities. A Welsh TV channel, S4C, began broadcasting in

1983 and there are radio stations and newspapers. The most common Welsh family

names were all originally Christian names in some sort, (e.g. Geoffrey Jones – from

John). Many other names come from the tradition of calling a child “son of” his

father using the Welsh word ap/ab. This p can be found at the beginning of many

common Welsh names, such as Pritchard (the same as the English Richardson).

Welshmen are often nicknamed “Taffy”. This may come from the river Taff, which

runs through the capital Cardiff, or may come from Dafydd, the Welsh form of

David.

In some areas, the Use of English in schools and in the media has contributed to the

decline of minority languages. There were about 69,000 speakers of Gaelic in

Scotland in 1991, according to that year’s census. The language, especially strong

in the Outer Hebrides ['hebrіdi:z], is used in some schools but speakers have limited

legal rights. It is not used in courts, and it plays no part in the national government.

The Scots language, different from Gaelic, is so close a relative of English that it is

often regarded simply as a northern dialect, spoken in central Scotland and the

Lowlands. It was the everyday language from the 14th century until the 17th century.



The upper classes slowly turned to English, influenced by the Union England and

Scotland. Most Scots speak a mixture of Scots and English, but English is the

language of education and government. There has been the Scots revival in recent

years: the New Testament in Scots was published in 1985, and Scots is used in parts

of the Scottish press. There are speakers of the Irish Gaelic, but it has no official

status there. The influence of Irish Gaelic is found in the names of people: Sean

(John), Seamus (James), Liam (William), Seanna (Joanna). Paddy (short for Patrick)

and Micky (short for Michael) are not Gaelic names but they are found so often in

Ireland that these two names are sometimes used jokingly to mean an “Irishman”.

Many Irish surnames begin with O' (O'Brien; O'Niel) meaning “from the family of”;

Fitz (Fitzgerald) meaning “son of”; Mac (MacHugh) meaning “son of”; Kil

(Kilmartin) meaning “son of”; Gil (Gilmurray) meaning “son of”.

Other native languages in GB include Cornish in Cornwall and Manx Gaelic on the

Isle of Man. The last native speaker of Cornish died in 1777 and the last speaker of

Manx in 1974. There have been recent revivals, although the languages have no legal

status.

2. Geographical Position of United Kingdom

Where is the UK?

• The UK is an island nation in Western Europe just off the coast of France. The

mainland areas lie between latitudes 49°N and 59°N and longitudes 8°W to 2°E.

• The UK lies between the North Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea, and comes

within 35 km (22 miles) of the northwest coast of France, from which it is separated

by the English Channel. Northern Ireland shares a 360 km international land

boundary with the Republic of Ireland. The Channel Tunnel bored beneath the

English Channel, now links the UK with France.

• The UK has a total area of approximately 245,000 km², almost a quarter-of-a-

million square kilometres.

• Interesting Fact: No one in the UK lives more than 120 km (75 miles) from the

sea.



United Kingdom

• Official name: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Form of government: constitutional monarchy with two legislative houses

(House of Lords; House of Commons).

Chief of state: Sovereign.

Head of government: Prime Minister.

Land use (1994): forest 10.4%; pasture 45.9%; agriculture 24.8%; other 18.9%.

Gross national product (1996): U.S.$1,152,136,000,000 (U.S.$19,600 per capita).

Seas surrounding the UK

• The UK is made up of several islands. The only land border connecting the UK

to another country is between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.

• The UK is bordered by four seas:

• to the south by the English Channel, which separates it from continental Europe

• to the east by the North Sea

• to the west by the Irish Sea and the Atlantic Ocean

The UK is made up of:

• Great Britain (the formerly separate realms of England and Scotland, and the

principality of Wales.)

• Northern Ireland (also known as Ulster)

• Numerous smaller islands including the Isle of Wight, Anglesey, and the Scilly,

Orkney, Shetland, and Hebridean archipelagos.

The Land

The UK Landscape is very varied, ranging from the Grampian Mountains of

Scotland to the lowland fens of England which are at or below sea level in places.

Facts

• The capital of England is London. Sometimes referred to the capital of Britain.

London is built along the River Thames

• Three quarters of the land in Britain is used for farming

• Nine out of ten people live in towns and cities

• The highest mountains are in Scotland and Wales



• More than two-thirds of people own their own homes

The overall climate in England is called temperate maritime. This means that it is

mild with temperatures not much lower than 0ºC in winter and not much higher than

32ºC in summer. It also means that it is damp and is subject to frequent changes.

• Interesting Fact Autumn 2000 was the wettest since records began in 1766, with

a total of 503 millimetres of rainfall for September, October and November.

• The highest monthly total of sunshine on record is 384 hours in Eastbourne and

Hastings, Sussex, in July 1911.

Contrary to popular belief, it DOES NOT rain every day in England or in the

rest of the UK! However, it is always advisable to bring some type of waterproof

clothing and keep yourself psychologically prepared!

Annual precipitation over Great Britain

Geographical Extremes

Largest lake: Lough Neagh 396sq.km (153 sq miles),Northern Ireland

Deepest Lake: Loch Morar in the Highlands of Scotland, 310 m (1,017 ft) deep

Highest waterfall:

Eas a'Chual Aluinn, from Glas Bheinn, also in the Highlands of Scotland, with a

drop of 200 m (660 ft)

Deepest cave: Ogof Ffynnon Ddu, Powys, Wales, 308 m (1,010 ft) deep

• Most northerly point on the British mainland:

• Dunnet Head, north-east Scotland

Most southerly point on the British mainland: Lizard Point, Cornwall

Most easterly town in England: Lowestoft, Suffolk

Land

Total land area (sq.km) 244,110 sq km (94,251 sq mi)

Area - comparative: Slightly smaller than the US state of Oregon

Just under half the size of France

30 times smaller than Australia

Coast Line: 12,429 km

Length: Just under 1,000 km (600 miles) from North to South



Width: About 480 Km from east to west

Agricultural land:76%

Forests:11%

Other land use:13%

Natural Resources: coal, petroleum, natural gas, tin, limestone, iron ore, salt, clay,

chalk, gypsum, lead, silica, arable land .

Lakes

• Northern Ireland is also home to the UK's largest lake, Lough Neagh, which covers

an area of 396sq.km (153 sq miles). Other major lakes include Windermere in the

English Lake District and Loch Lomond in Scotland. Another of Scotland's lakes,

Loch Ness is famous for sightings of 'Nessie', a mythical monster!

UK Rivers

• Being a relatively small Island, the UK's rivers are not very long. The longest river

in the Uk is the river Severn, just 220 miles in length It begins in Wales and enters

the Atlantic Ocean near Bristol in England.

• Other major rivers include the Thames, which flows through Oxford and London,

and the Trent and Mersey rivers, which drain rainfall from large areas of central

England.

• Among the most important rivers in the UK is the Thames, which flows into the

North Sea. Its length is 346 km and it is the deepest river in Britain. It is navigable

as far as the capital of Great Britain – London.

• The Thames flows through London, the capital city, and has played a central role

in British history for some 2000 years. From the Roman invasions of 43 BC to the

turn of the millennium in AD 2000, some of the most famous events in British

history have taken place on or near the Thames. These include the signing of the

Magna Carta in 1215, the plot to blow up the houses of Parliament in 1605 and the

Great Fire of London in 1666.

• The importance of the Thames can be seen in the settlements that line its banks.

Royal palaces, government buildings, great trading houses, market squares and river



crossings all provide links with the past. Many of these settlements have changed

little in hundreds of years.

Facts about the Thames

• Length 346 km (215 miles)

• The Thames has been frozen over at various times, the earliest recorded occasion

being AD 1150.

• There is a 23-ft (7-m) difference between low and high tide at London Bridge.

• The Thames is navigable by barges for 306 km (191 miles) from Lechlade.

• 75 bridges cross over the non-tidal Thames.

• 29 bridges cross over the tidal Thames

• From its source to the sea, it is estimated that the Thames carries some 300,000

tonnes of sediment a year.

• More than 100 fish species have been recorded in the Thames estuary over the past

30 years, many of these in the river within London.

• The Thames has been featured in many books including ‘Three Men in a Boat’,

‘Alice in Wonderland’, ‘The Wind in the Willows’, and Dickens, in whose novels

the Thames is a dank, stinking sludge, the scene of murders and crime.

• The River Thames is the cleanest river in the world that flows through a major city.

This is a major feat considering that fifty years ago the river was so polluted that it

was declared biologically dead.

• From 1830 to 1860 tens of thousands of people died of cholera as a result of the

pollution in the Thames. Sewage was being discharged directly into the Thames.

Despite the foul smell, people continued to wash and bathe and drink from the river.

In 1855, a letter from Michael Faraday in The Times newspaper, London, described

the polluted state of the River Thames he had observed on a boat trip: "The whole

of the river was an opaque pale brown fluid. ....... surely the river which flows for so

many miles through London ought not to be allowed to become a fermenting sewer."

In 1878 the pleasure steamship Princess Alice sunk in a river collision. Most of the

600 or so passengers who died did not die from drowning, they died because of the

pollution in the river.



The Longest River

• The Severn, 322 km long, which rises in central Wales and flows through

Shrewsbury, Worcester and Gloucester in England to the Bristol Channel

• At 4406ft or 1344m, Ben Nevis is the highest mountain in the country. That's the

good news. The bad news is that it's probably also the most popular. And simply in

terms of people lifted or carried off, it is also probably the most dangerous.

Questions to be discussed:

1. Where can you see red double-decker buses?

2. What does a typical London taxi look like?

3. What do British post and telephone boxes have in common?

4. What is the traditional English food and drink?

5. Name England‟s national game.

6. Why is a red rose important in England?

7. The word “pub” is short for......

8. What do the British usually drink in pubs?

9. What are their opening hours?

10. Are the names of the pubs important? Give some examples.

Lecture 5-6

British history, welfare and culture.

1. A short history of Britain.

2. Public welfare in GB.

3. British culture and traditions.

1. A short history of Britain

3500BC Early Man

The British Isles were inhabited by Neolithic Man.

800BC Celtic invasions

The Celts mixed with the original inhabitants.

54BC Roman invasions



The Romans conquered England and Wales and stayed for 400 years. Hadrian's Wall

was built between England and Scotland, which remained independent.

450AD Anglo-Saxon invasions

Angles, Saxons and Jutes started to colonise Britain when the Romans left. By

600AD, they were well established in most of Britain.

800AD Viking raids

The Vikings raided the east coast of Britain and some settled. In 885 the Danes were

given a large part of northern England, which was known as the Danelaw, and

Danish kings ruled England from 1016-42.

1066 The Norman Conquest

The Normans under William the Conqueror defeated the Anglo-Saxons at the Battle

of Hastings. Normans replaced Saxons in most positions of authority and, for a

while, French was the more important language. Eventually the two races and the

two languages merged to become English.

1215 A treaty called the Magna Carta was signed by King John and his lords. It is

an important document on the long road to democracy in that it limits the king's

rights and establishes the rights of his subjects.

• 1282 Wales was conquered by the English king.

1564 William Shakespeare was born: the greatest writer of English that has ever

lived. He died in 1616.

1588 The Spanish Armada was defeated, which prevented Spain from invading

England.

1603 Scotland and England were united under King James I.

1605 The Gunpowder Plot: Guy Fawkes and other Catholic conspirators tried to

blow up the Houses of Parliament when the king was there.

1642-49 The English Civil War took place, in which the king was defeated and later

executed by the Parliamentarians. This was followed by ten years when England did

not have a monarch, but was ruled by Parliament under Oliver Cromwell.

1750 The start of the Industrial Revolution.

1800 Ireland was joined with Great Britain.



1815 England under Wellington defeated Napoleon at the Battle of Waterloo.

1912 The south of Ireland became independent when the Republic of Ireland (or

Eire) was established.

1914-18 The First World War

1939-45 The Second World War

1973 Great Britain joined the European Economic Community (EEC) which

became the European Union (EU).

Prehistoric Period

55 BC

Roman general Julius Caesar lands in Britain with an expeditionary force, wins a

battle and leaves. The first “date” in popular British history

AD 43

• The Romans come to stay

61

Queen Boudicca of the Iceni tribe leads a bloody revolt against the Roman

occupation. It is supposed. There is a statue of Boudicca, made in the 19th century,

outside the Houses of Parliament. This has helped to keep the memory of her alive.

• Hadrian’s Wall is the most important monument built by the Romans in Britain. It

is the best known frontier in the entire Roman Empire and stands as a reminder of

the past glories of one of the world's greatest civilisations. Its origins lie in a visit by

the Emperor Hadrian to Britain in AD 122 when he ordered the wall to be built to

mark the northern boundary of his Empire and 'to separate the Romans from the

Barbarians'. This title details the design, development and construction of the wall

and covers the everyday lives of those who manned it as well as the assaults it

withstood.

410

The Romans leave Britain

• Arthur, it seems, is claimed as the King of nearly every Celtic Kingdom known.

The 6th century certainly saw many men named Arthur born into the Celtic Royal



families of Britain but, despite attempts to identify the great man himself amongst

them, there can be little doubt that most of these people were only named in his

honour. Princes with other names are also sometimes identified with "Arthwyr"

which is thought by some to be a title similar to "Vortigern".

432

St Patrick converts Ireland to Christianity

597

St Augustine arrives to England

793

• The great monastery on th island of Lindisfarne in the northeast England is

destroyed by Vikings and its monks killed.

878

• The Peace of Edington partitions England between the Saxons, led by King Alfred,

and the Danes

973

• Edgar, grandson of Alfred, becomes King of England

1014

• Brian Boru’s Irish army defeats the Vikings at Clontarf (near modern Dublin). As

a result, Viking settlement in Ireland remains limited and Ireland retains its Celtic

identity, never becoming the part of the Scandinavian empire.

1066 The Battle of Hastings

1086

• King William’s officials complete the Domesday book, a very detailed, village-by

village record of the people and their possessions throughout his kingdom.

Robin Hood

1171

• The Norman barons known as Strongbow and his followers settled in Ireland.

• 1215

• An Alliance of aristocracy, Church and merchants force King John to agree to

Magna Carta (Great Charter), a document in which the king agrees to follow certain



rules of government. In fact, neither John, nor his successors entirely followed them,

but Magna Carta is remembered as the first time a monarch agreed in writing to

abide by formal procedures.

1538

• An English language version of the Bible replaced Latin Bibles in every church in

land.

· The War of The Roses (1455-1485)

Following the Hundred Years War, England found itself in turmoil. The war had

seriously weakened the monarchy, and drained much of the nation’s treasury. The

nation was ruled by the house of Lancaster, which bore the emblem of a red rose.

The Duke of York, whose family bore the emblem of a white rose saw the kings

weakened state as an opportunity to seize power, and establish himself as king. For

the next 30 years the house of Lancaster and the house of York would fight one

another for control over England. In the end, the Duke of York was successful.

The Bubonic Plague (Black Death)

The Tudor Dynasty

Henry VIII

Elizabeth I

' I would rather be a beggar and single than a Queen and married.' is the famous

response of Elizabeth I (1533-1603 reigned 1558-1603) to the intense pressure of

Parliament and her Protestant supporters to get married and produce an heir.

•Having gained the throne only a few years after the establishment of the Church of

England there was strong support throughout England for a return to Catholicism.

She initially pretended to be looking for a suitable husband but eventually used a

carefully cultivated image as 'the Virgin Queen' as a very effective weapon in the

game of power.

• A strong case can be made that the reign of Elizabeth I was the greatest of any

English Monarch. These years saw the beginning of English domination of the seas

which was confirmed by the defeat of the Spanish Armada and which lasted into the

20th century and resulted in a far flung overseas empire and enormous prosperity.



The Spanish Armada and the execution of Mary, Queen of Scots were the two most

important events of her reign. Elizabeth resisted the pressure to execute Mary, who

was the focal point of those who wished to return England to obedience to Rome,

but was eventually obliged by the entreaties of her Protestant power base to sign the

death warrant. The reign of Elizabeth I saw an unprecedented and unequaled

blossoming of English Literature with the likes of Edmund Spencer, Christopher

Marlowe, Ben Johnson, and William Shakespeare creating their masterpieces during

Elizabeth's years as Queen. Friends and foes alike admired the intelligence, good

judgment, and political skills of the Virgin Queen.

• Elizabeth, who had many affairs, never revealed her personal reasons for her

antipathy towards marriage. But it is easy to speculate that her father Henry VIII,

whose name is synonymous with bad marriages, was responsible for her attitude.

Elizabeth was 3 years old when her mother Ann Boleyn was ordered beheaded by

Henry in a jealous rage. Wife No. 5 Catherine Howard was likewise beheaded by

Henry on dubious evidence of adultery. Wife no. 1 Catherine of Aragon was

discarded like an outworn tool when Henry was smitten with Ann Boleyn. Wife no.3

Jane Seymour died in childbirth sixteen months after they were married. Wife no 4

Ann of Cleves was divorced after six months ( and was more than happy to be rid of

Henry ) so he could marry Catherine Howard.

1534 The Act of Supremacy declares Henry VIII to be the supreme head of the

Church in England

1543 The administration of government and law in Wales is reforms so that it is

exactly the same as it is in England

1538 The English language version of the Bible replaces the Latin bibles in every

church in the land

• 1580

• Sir Francis Drake completes the first voyage round the world by the Englishmen

• 1588



• The Spanish Armada, a fleet of ships sent by the Catholic King Philip of Spain to

help invade England, is defeated by the English navy (with the help of the violent

storm!)

Sir Francis Drake

Many believe Francis Drake was the main reason the English defeated the vaunted

Spanish Armada.

• The demise of the Tudor Dynasty came to an end when Elizabeth died aged sixty-

nine, at that point the oldest English sovereign ever to have reigned. Her lasting

legacy ensured that she recently came seventh in the BBC’s 100 Greatest Britons

poll, outranking all other British monarchs.

XVII century

The Stuart Dynasty

James I

The Civil War

(Charles I was captured and executed, 1649)

Britain becomes a republic and is called “the Commonwealth”

"A brave bad man": Oliver Cromwell, 1599-1658

• 1660

• The monarchy and the Anglican religion is restored

The Great Fire of London

• On the 2nd of September 1666 a disastrous fire broke out at Pudding Lane in the

City of London, which was to live on in memory as the Great Fire of London. It

raged from Sunday to Thursday, destroying many acres of buildings, and severely

damaging old St Paul's Cathedral.

Glorious Revolution

XVIII century

Whig and Tory

• Annual budget system

• Celtic suppression - kilts

• Expansion



• Industrial North

• London

• Urban development – mansions

• 1707

• The Act of Union joins the Parliament of Scotland and Wales

• 1708

• The last occasion on which a British monarch refuses to accept a bill which has

been passed by the Parliament

XIX century

• British-American War

• Colonization (Canada, Australia, new Zealand, Africa, India, islands)

• Commerce, territory

• Supreme confidence

• Towns and cities

• Victorian values

• Charles dickens

• 1771

• For the first time he Parliament allows written records of its debates to be published

freely

• 1782

• James Watt invents the first steam engine

• 1788

• The first British settlers (convicts and soldiers) arrive in Australia

• 1800

• The separate Irish Parliament is closed and the United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland is formed

• 1805

• A British Fleet under the command of Admiral Horatio Nelson defeats Napoleon’s

French fleet at the Battle of Trafalgar.

• 1829



• Robert Peel, a government minister, organises the first modern police force. The

police are still sometimes known as “bobbies” (“Bobby” is a short form of the name

“Robert”)

• 1870

• Free primary education is established (up to 11)

• 1886

• An atheist is allowed to sit in the House of Commons

• 1902

• Nationwide selective secondary education is introduced

• 1908

• The first old-age pensions are introduced

• 1911

• Sick pay for the workers is introduced

• 1918

• The right to vote is extended to include women over the age of thirty

• 1922

• Irish Free state is born

• 1949

• Ireland becomes a republic

• 1953 Coronation of Elizabeth II

• 1959

• The first motorway is opened

• 1981

• Marriage of Prince Charles and Lady Diana Spencer

• 1994

• Channel tunnel opens

2. Public Welfare in  Great Britain. The Welfare System and reform in Great

Britain. Social welfare is administered in three ways in Great Britain, the National



Health Service, the Social Services program, and the Pensions Service program all

play a part in the providing social welfare.

The three branches of welfare

• The National Health Service provides a system of government supplied health care.

The agency employs over two million doctors, pharmacists, nurses, and other health

care workers to achieve this end. It has at its disposal a budget of over £ 60 billion.

The National Health Service is the primary implementation mechanism of

Department of Health policy. Welfare administration dealing with Social Services,

a major branch of welfare, also falls under NHS juridiction.

• Welfare in Great Britain also consists of a Social Security program that is

administered by the Pension Service, and it provides financial aid to individuals and

families that qualify. It also promotes what it calls an "equality scheme."

• The recent actions taken towards reforming the welfare system in Britain begin

with 1997's New Deal Program. The Labour Party focused on increasing

employment through requiring that recipients of aid actively consider seeking

employment. This movement is similar in ideal to a workfare system. The Labour

Party also introduced a system of tax credits for low-income workers.

TRADE AND INDUSTRY

• Believe it or not, Britain is the world's fifth largest trading nation! Here are a few

of Britain's well-known brands and organisations

How much do things cost in England?

• The cost of living varies from one part of the UK to another. Generally it is more

expensive to live in London and the south-east of England, and cheaper up north.

• Britain's currency is based on the pound sterling (£) which is divided into one

hundred pence (100p).

• The coin denominations are 1p, 2p, 5p, 10p, 20p, 50p, £1 and £2. The most

common bank notes are £5, £10 and £20, though they do go higher.

Below is a rough estimate of how much things cost in England

Cost of Living in London



• London is not a cheap place to live. House prices are high and it even costs you

more to rent a room or house there.

• Here are the average cost of renting in and around London per week:

Percentage of children living in low-income households

London has over 40,000 shops and 26 major street markets to choose from

• Oxford Street (Nearest Tube: Oxford Circus)

Oxford Street, London's busiest shopping street, is in the heart of the city's West

End. It is the place for buying souvenirs, clothes, and so on.

• Covent Garden (Nearest Tube: Covent Garden )

Overflowing with street markets, curbside entertainment, trendy cafes, English pubs,

and small boutiques. A must visit for all tourists to London.

• Charingcross Road

Charing Cross Road is where book worms go. Mainstream bookshops, such as

Foyles, Borders and Blackwells, line the street but perhaps the most unique feature

about this road are its rare, second-hand and specialist shops. Foyles is famous for

five floors containing thousands of titles.

• Tottenham Court Road

The best place for electronics shops and furniture stores.

• Knightsbridge (Nearest Tube: Knightsbridge)

Fashion / Designer boutiques

• Famous Stores

• Harrods (Nearest Tube: Knightsbridge)

This store is world renowned and is considered an attraction in itself. The "Food

Halls" are a popular tourist attraction, along with an abundance of traditional British

merchandise. Be prepared to spend a long time in Harold as it contains over 300

departments!

• Selfridges (Nearest Tube: Marble Arch)

This store has an extensive designer section for both men, women and children,

constantly updated by the arrival of international labels.

• Hamleys. (Regent Street. Nearest Tube: Oxford Circus )



Hamley`s is every child`s dream come true. It offers seven floors of toys for all ages

– from traditional soldiers, dolls and trains to high-tech computer games and robots.

London Markets

• Petticoat Lane Market is a great place for bargain clothes and shoes.

Nearest Tube: Liverpool Street

• Portobello Market a place to buy antiques, clothes, shoes, bric-a-brac and organic

fruit and vegetables all in one place.

Nearest Tube: Notting Hill Gate / Ladbroke Grove

• Camden Market has become one of London's top attractions. You can find hippie

cloths, craft stalls, 70's nostalgia and vegetarian food.

Nearest Tube: Camden Town / Chalk Farm

Shopping

• The main shopping street in many towns is called the High Street, where you

should head for if you want to go shopping. A few small shops are owned by local

people. Most are owned by national 'chains' of stores. This makes many ton centres

look the same. Some towns also have street markets where fresh food and cheap

goods can be bought. Away from the town centre, small 'corner' shops provide

groceries to local customers.

Peak shopping days are Saturdays and Sundays

• Shops are generally open on Bank Holidays. Bank Holidays are a great time to

shop as there are many sales on especially around Easter and Christmas.

Shopping Hours

• In England, most retail shops are generally open 6 or 7 days a week.

• Typical opening times are:

• Mondays - Saturdays 9am to 5:30pm

Some shopping centres stay open until 8 pm or later.

• Sunday - 10am to 4pm (or 11am to 5pm)

Sunday shopping has become popular in recent years and most large shops in towns

are open for business. Shops are only allowed to trade for 6 hours on Sundays.

• Large supermarkets are open for 24 hours except for Sundays.



• Many supermarkets and superstores otherwise open from 8am until 10pm from

Mondays to Saturdays and 10am to 4pm (or 11am to 5pm) on Sundays.

Public Holidays / Bank Holidays

• closed, most supermarkets and large stores will be open (although with reduced

Sunday opening hours), and in larger towns many shops will open.

• Bank Holiday Shop opening times 10am to 4pm (or 11am to 5pm)

• Over the Christmas and New Year period, all shops are closed on Christmas Day

(December 25) and a some shops are closed on New Year's Day (January 1).

However, an increasing number of shops are now opening on Boxing Day

(December 26), which is when many start their 'New Year' sales.

• It is likely that most shopping centres will be closed on Easter Sunday and there

will be reduced shopping hours on Easter Monday (often from either 10 or 11 o'clock

in the morning).

In Villages

• Some rural shops still follow the tradition of an early closing day (usually a

Wednesday) when the shops close at 1.00pm.

• Banking Hours

• The major high street banks in England and Wales are Lloyds, Barclays, Midland

and National Westminster (Nat West). In Scotland they are the Bank of Scotland,

the Royal Bank of Scotland and the Clydesdale Bank.

• Generally Monday-Friday 9:30 am-3:30 pm. Some branches stay open until 5:30

pm, and a few are open Saturday morning.

• Most banks will have an ATM (Automated Teller Machine) outside the bank where

you can draw out money with a credit or cash card. Many of these are available to

use 24 hours a day, but some do still close for a few hours during the night.

Largest Shopping Centre

• Bluewater is the largest out of town shopping development in Europe, located in a

disused chalk pit at Dartford in Kent. With more than 300 shops and parking for

13,000 cars, it attracts around 30 million visitors each year.

• Open: Monday to Friday: 10am – 9pm



Saturday: 9am – 8pm

Sunday: 11am – 5pm

Types of Shops in England

• Department Stores

• Marks & Spencer (for clothes and food)

• Debenhams and John Lewis and British Home Stores (for clothes and household

items),

• Boots (for toiletries)

• WHSmith (newsagents, stationers, Cds and DVDs).

• Debenhams

• John Lewis

• Allders Department Store

• Marks & Spencers

• Woolworths

• Boots

• House of Fraser

• Argos

• Liberty's department store

• Harrod's - the famous department store that every tourist wants to visit. You can

find anything from the cheapest to the most expensive things.

Supermarkets

• Supermarkets tend to be open 7 days a week with longer opening hours – usually

until 8pm or 10pm most evenings, with reduced hours of 10am-4pm on a Sunday.

• Some in larger town stores now open 24 hours

Main Supermarkers are:

• Asda stores ltd supermarket

• Budgens Supermarket

• CO-OP supermarket

• Iceland

• Sainsburys



• Safewaygrocery supermarket

• Somerfield grocery supermarket

• Tesco supermarket (Britain's largest supermarket chain)

• Waitrose supermarke

3. Britain is full of culture and traditions which have been around for hundreds of

years. British customs and traditions are famous all over the world. When people

think of Britain they often think of people drinking tea, eating fish and chips and

wearing bowler hats, but there is more to Britain than just those things. We have

English and British traditions of sport, music, food and many royal occasions. There

are also songs, sayings and superstitions. Who was Guy Fawkes? Why does the

Queen have two birthdays?

• Everyone has his SUPERSTITIONs. One of mine has always been when I started

to go anywhere, accomplished. Ulysses S. Grant

• Science is the great antidote to the poison of enthusiasm and SUPERSTITION.

Adam Smith

• The opinion prevailed among advanced minds that it was time that belief should

be replaced increasingly by knowledge; belief that did not itself rest on knowledge

was SUPERSTITION, and as such had to be opposed. Albert Einstein

• It is bad luck to fall out of a thirteenth story window on Friday. American Proverb

• It is bad luck to be superstitious. Andrew W. Mathis

• Fear is the main source of SUPERSTITION, and one of the main sources of cruelty.

To conquer fear is the beginning of wisdom. Bertrand Russell

Superstition

1. a belief or notion, not based on reason or knowledge, in or of the ominous

significance of a particular thing, circumstance, occurrence, proceeding, or the like.

2. a system or collection of such beliefs.

3. a custom or act based on such a belief.

4. irrational fear of what is unknown or mysterious, esp. in connection with religion.

5. any blindly accepted belief or notion.



A black cat is headed in your direction. You

a)Hightail it out of the area

b)Let it cross your path

c)Start saying "here kitty, kitty"

You walk into the bedroom and see a hat on the bed. You think

a)"I wonder who that belongs to?“

b)"That's where I put my hat!“

c)"Uh oh."

A ladder blocks the sidewalk. You

a) Walk under it

b)Walk around it

c)Stop to chat with the person on the ladder

You drop a mirror and it breaks. You

a)Sigh, and expect seven years of bad luck

b)Calmly sweep up the broken pieces

c)Say "whoops!"

You give a friend a new wallet. You place inside it

A) A picture of you

b) A $50 bill

c) A shiny penny

You think Fridays are

a) Great days, because the work week ends

b) Unlucky days

c) The days after Thursdays

You spill some salt. You immediately

a) Pick some up and throw it over your left shoulder

b) Spill some pepper

c) Brush the salt off the table and onto the floor

A "friend" sends you a chain letter. You

a) Throw it away



b) Follow the letter's directions

c) Forget about it

You drink all the bubbles on the surface of your cup of coffee, so that you will

a) Cool your coffee

b) Make a new friend

c) Soon have lots of money

Your neighbor tells you he has a new rabbit's foot. Your first thought is

a) "Gosh, that will bring you good luck“

b) "That is really gross“

c) "That must be really awkward"

Superstitions in Britain

Good Luck

• Lucky to meet a black cat. Black Cats are featured on many good luck greetings

cards and birthday cards in England.

• Lucky to touch wood .

• Lucky to find a clover plant with four leaves.

• A horseshoe over the door brings good luck. But the horse shoe needs to be the

right way up. The luck runs out of the horse shoe if it is upside down.

• On the first day of the month it is lucky to say "white rabbits, white rabbits white

rabbits," before uttering your first word of the day.

• Catch falling leaves in Autumn and you're to have good luck. Every leaf means

a lucky month next year.

Bad Luck

• Unlucky to walk underneath a ladder

• Seven years bad luck to break a mirror.

• Unlucky to see one magpie, lucky to see two, etc..

• Unlucky to spill salt. If you do, you must throw it over your shoulder to counteract

the bad luck.

• Unlucky to open an umbrella in doors.



• The number thirteen is unlucky. Friday the thirteenth is a very unlucky day.

Friday is considered to be an unlucky day because Jesus was crucified on a Friday.

• Unlucky to put new shoes on the table.

• Unlucky to pass someone on the stairs.

Food Superstitions

• When finished eating a boiled egg, push the spoon through the bottom of the empty

shell to let the devil out

• In Yorkshire, housewives used to believe that bread would not rise if there was a

corpse (dead body) in the vicinity, and to cut off both ends of the loaf would make

the Devil fly over the house!

Animal Superstitions

• Animals feature a lot in our superstitions as they do in superstitions around the

world.

• One ancient British superstition holds that if a child rides on a bear's back it will

be protected from whooping-cough. (Bears used to roam Britain but now they are

not seen on the shores)

• In some parts of the UK meeting two or three Ravens together is considered really

bad. One very English superstition concerns the tame Ravens at the Tower of

London. It is believed if they leave then the crown of England will be lost.

• It is said to be badluck if you see bats flying and hear their cries. In the middle

ages it was believed that witches were closely associated with bats.

• If a Sparrow enters a house it is an omen of death to one who lives there. In some

areas it is believed that to avoid ill luck any Sparrow caught must be immediately

killed otherwise the person who caught it will die.

• In some areas black Rabbits are thought to host the souls of human beings. White

Rabbits are said to be really witches and some believe that saying 'White Rabbit' on

the first day of each month brings luck. A common lucky charm is a Rabbit's foot,

but not for the Rabbit.



• It is thought very unlucky to have the feathers of a Peacock within the home or

handle anything made with them. This is possibly because of the eye shape present

upon these feathers i.e. the Evil-Eye associated with wickedness.

How the sandwich got its name

John Montagu, 4th Earl of Sandwich "invented" the sandwich. He lived from 1718

to 1792 and was First Lord of the Admiralty. Captain James Cook discovered a

group of islands in the Pacific and named them after him. The Sandwich Islands

belong to Hawaii today. John Montagu, 4th Earl of Sandwich was not very popular.

Corruption was a big problem at that time. So he sent out unseaworthy ships to fight

for England. John Montagu liked to play cards very much. He often played for hours

and hours. So there was no time to eat. John Montagu told his butler to make

something he could could eat at the gambling table. The butler put a piece of meat

between two slices of bread. So the "Sandwich" was created.

FRIDAY THE 13TH - how did Friday the thirteenth become such an unlucky

day?

Fear of Friday the 13th is rooted in ancient, separate bad-luck associations with the

number 13 and the day Friday. The two unlucky entities combine to make one super

unlucky day. There is a Norse myth about 12 gods having a dinner party at Valhalla,

their heaven. In walked the uninvited 13th guest, the mischievous Loki. Once there,

Loki arranged for Hoder, the blind god of darkness, to shoot Balder the Beautiful,

the god of joy and gladness, with a mistletoe-tipped arrow. Balder died and the Earth

got dark. The whole Earth mourned. There is a Biblical reference to the unlucky

number 13. Judas, the apostle who betrayed Jesus, was the 13th guest to the Last

Supper.A particularly bad Friday the 13th occurred in the middle ages. On a Friday

the 13th in 1306, King Philip of France arrested the revered Knights Templar and

began torturing

them, marking the occasion as a day of evil. In ancient Rome, witches reportedly

gathered in groups of 12. The 13th was believed to be the devil. Both Friday and the

number 13 were once closely associated with capital punishment. In British

tradition, Friday was the conventional day for public hangings, and there were



supposedly 13 steps leading up to the noose. It is traditionally believed that Eve

tempted Adam with the apple on a Friday. Tradition also has it that the Flood in the

Bible, the confusion at the Tower of Babel, and the death of Jesus Christ all took

place on Friday. Numerologists consider 12 a "complete" number. There are 12

months in a year, 12 signs of the zodiac, 12 gods of Olympus, 12 labors of Hercules,

12 tribes of Israel, and 12 apostles of Jesus. In exceeding 12 by 1, 13's association

with bad luck has to do with just being a little beyond completeness.

• HORSESHOE

A horseshoe, hung above the doorway, will bring good luck to a home. In most of

Europe protective horseshoes are placed in a downward facing position, but in some

parts of Ireland and Britain people believe that the shoes must be turned upward or

"the luck will run out." A horseshoe hung in the bedroom will keep nightmares away.

• ITCH

If your nose itches you will soon be kissed by a fool.

If your nose itches

Your mouth is in danger.

You'll kiss a fool,

And meet a stranger.

Rub an itch to wood

It will come to good.

• KNIFE

A knife as a gift from a lover means that the love will soon end. A knife placed under

the bed during childbirth will ease the pain of labor. If a friend gives you a knife,

you should give him a coin, or your friendship will soon be broken. It will cause a

quarrel if knives are crossed at the table. It is bad luck to close a pocket knife unless

you were the one who opened it.

Knife falls, gentleman calls;

Fork falls, lady calls;

Spoon falls, baby calls.

Friday the 13th: how is fear of the number thirteen demonstrated?



More than 80 percent of high-rises lack a 13th floor.

Many airports skip the 13th gate.

Airplanes have no 13th aisle.

Hospitals and hotels regularly have no room number 13.

Italians omit the number 13 from their national lottery.

On streets in Florence, Italy, the house between number 12 and 14 is addressed as

12 and a half.

Many cities do not have a 13th Street or a 13th Avenue

In France, socialites known as the quatorziens (fourteeners) once made themselves

available as 14th guests to keep a dinner party from an unlucky fate.

If you have 13 letters in your name, you will have the devil's luck. Jack the Ripper,

Charles Manson, Jeffrey Dahmer, Theodore Bundy and Albert De Salvo all have 13

letters in their names.

Proverbs

Good fortune may forbode bad luck, which may in turn disguise good fortune.

(Chinese)

What is bad luck for one man is good luck for another. (Ghanaia)

After bad luck comes good fortune. (Gypsy)

Good luck beats early rising. (Irish)

Good luck comes in slender currents, misfortune in a rolling tide. (Irish)

When ill luck falls asleep, let none wake her. (Italian)

If you are looking for bad luck, you will soon find it. (Japanese)

To wait for luck is the same as waiting for death. (Japanese)

An itching palm is a sign of good luck. (Basotho)

You can give a piece of advice, but not good luck along with that. (Norwegian)

Change yourself, and your luck will change. (Portuguese)

The person afraid of bad luck will never know good. (Russian)

Quiz: Friday 13th

What is the name for the fear of the number 13?

A: Xanthophobia



B: Triskadekaphobia

C: Pogonophobia

What happened to the survivors of a plane crash in the Andes on Friday 13th 1972?

A: They abseiled down a mountain and were saved

B: They turned into cannibals and ate each other

C: They all vowed never to fly again

Where do we get the word Friday from?

A: Freya and Frigg (Norse goddesses)

B: People have always fried fish on this day

C: Friday means 'last day of the week'

• Why's Friday 13th thought to be unlucky?

• A: It's thought that Jesus was crucified on a Friday and there were 13 at the

Last Supper

B: Most wars have started on that date

C: More ships have sunk on that date than any other

Questions to be discussed:

1. Name the main events in the history of Britain.

2. What are the three branches of welfare in Britain?

3. London is not a cheap place to live. Prove it.

4. What are main supermarkets in Britain?

5. What is the main source of superstition?

6. Speak about British traditions.

Lecture 7-8

The USA demographics, ethnical distribution, geography and culture

1. Demographical and ethnical distribution in the USA.

2. American culture. Multiculturalism.

3. Regional stereotypes.



1. U.S. Demographics: On October 17, 2006, the U.S. population clock hit the 300

million mark. As of July 2014, the U.S. population is 318,662,000 people including

an approximate 11.2 million illegal immigrants. In 1967, 200 million lived in the

U.S. and the 100 million - around 1915. So, the U.S. population more than tripled

during the 20th century, a growth rate of about 1.3% a year, having been about 76

million in 1900.

The U.S. population growth rate reflects 13.42 births and 8.15 deaths per 1,000

people. The U.S.population growth rate is 0.77% (2014 est.), significantly higher

than those of Western Europe, Japan, and South Korea.

Total fertility ratein the U.S. is 2.01 children born/woman (2014 est.).

Life expectancy is high

· total population: 79.56 years

· male: 77.11 years

· female: 81.94 years

Age structure for 2014 was as follows:

· 0-14 years:19.4% (male 31,580,349/female 30,221,106) · 15-24 years: 13.7%

(male 22,436,057/female 21,321,861) · 25-54 years: 39.9% (male

63,452,792/female 63,671,631) · 55-64 years: 12.6% (male 19,309,019/female

20,720,284) · 65 years and over: 14.5% (male 20,304,644/female 25,874,360)

As you see, women have a longer life expectancy than men. Up to the age of 30,

however, men outnumber women in the U.S. for two reasons: 1) slightly more males

are born than females, and 2) slightly more young men immigrate into the U.S. than

women.

The average age of the American population is older than it once was, and the

percentage of the population over 65 will continue to increase through the first

quarter of the 21st century. This aging of the population poses complex questions

how to provide funding for the Social Security system.

Age differences also vary by ethnicity and race.

In 2014,the median age was in total - 37.6. years, for



male - 36.3 years,

female - 39 years

the non-Hispanic white population - 37.7,

the non-Hispanic blacks - 30.2,

Native Americans - 28.0,

Asian and Pacific Islanders - 27.5,

Hispanics - 24.6.

U.S. population distribution:About 5% of the earth’s inhabitants live in the U. S.

Yet, it remains less densely populated than other large countries or other

industrialized nations — in 2009 there were 32 persons per sq km.

The mean population center of the U.S. has consistently shifted westward and

southward, with California and Texas currently the most populous states. Almost

two-thirds of the U.S. population lived in states along the three major coasts — 38%

along the Atlantic Ocean, 16% along the Pacific Ocean, and 12% along the Gulf of

Mexico. About one-third of all Americans at the beginning of the 21st century lives

around the Great Lakes and in Northeastern states, and the corridor stretching from

Boston to Washington, D.C., remained the most densely settled part of the U.S.

82.4% of Americans live in urban areas; about half of those reside in cities with

populations over 50,000; the rate of urbanization is1.14% annual rate of change.

In 2014, 273 cities had populations over 100,000, nine global cities had over 5

million (New York City, Los Angeles, Chicago, Dallas, Miami, Washington and

Atlanta). There are 52 metropolitan areas with populations greater than 1 million.

Of the 50 fastest-growing metro areas, 47 are in the West or South. The metro areas

of Dallas, Houston, Atlanta, and Phoenix all grew by more than a million people

between 2000 and 2010.

The states that attract newcomers, such as Colorado, Georgia, Texas, and Alaska,

tend to have the highest proportion of young people and the smallest proportion of

older people. Of all the states, Utah has the largest portion of young people, largely

because of high birthrates among its predominantly Mormon population.



The states that experience more people leaving than arriving include Rhode Island,

Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and North Dakota. Similarly, many northeastern cities

have large elderly populations, while suburbs in the Southeast and Southwest have

large populations of younger people. Florida is an exception to these trends, because

it attracts many retirees as well as younger Cubans, Haitians, and other immigrants.

The U.S. has a very diverse population. The ethnical distribution of the U.S.

population on the U.S. territory is as follows:

· White 64%,

· Hispanics 16%,

· African American 12%,

· Asian American 5%

· Native American and Alaska Native 1%

· Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander 0.2%

· Multiracial 2% (2012 est.)

The population growth of Hispanic or Latino Americans is a major current

demographic trend. 46.9 million Americans are of Hispanic descent, 64% of them

are of Mexican descent. Between 2000 and 2010, the country's Hispanic population

increased 32% while the non-Hispanic population rose just 4.3%. Much of this

growth is from immigration; as of 2007, 12.6% of the U.S. population was foreign-

born, with 54% of that figure born in Latin America.

Fertility is also a factor; the average Hispanic woman gives birth to 3 children in her

lifetime. The comparable fertility rate is 2.2 for non-Hispanic black women and 1.8

for non-Hispanic white women.

Demographic Forecasting: The growing American economy has always required

a lot of workforce which could be replenished both by the increase of the birth rate

and by attracting immigrants. Nowadays, when the birthrate is decreasing, the only

way to help the country offset the aging population is to supplement it by

immigration.

The Census Bureau estimates that the U.S. population will grow from 300 million

in 2006 to 397 million in 2050 with expected immigration, but only to 328 million



with zero immigration (Tab.2). "If we have zero immigration with today's low

birthrates the American population would eventually begin to shrink" (B. Clinton).

Table 2. U.S. Population projections for the years of 2008 and 2050

Ethical population group Ethical population group

Non-Hispanic whites 68% 46% Hispanic 15 % 30%

African Americans 12% 15% Asian American 5% 9%

2.The U.S. does not have a homogenous population compared with many Old

World nations. American culture dates back to the first permanent English

settlement Jamestown of 1607; and since then American history has been regarded

as a record of progress and achievement: from wilderness to jet planes to moon

rovers.

America’s formative years were in the late 18th century. The words from the

Declaration of Independence about securing life, liberty and the pursuit of

happiness; French revolution’s ideals of liberty, equality and fraternity; and the

national motto of E pluribus Unum (“From many, one”) found their reflection in

what is now known as American culture.

To define American culture as a common set of customs, traditions, behavior and

ways of life, e.g. French culture or German culture, is difficult.Itpossesses an

unusual mixture of patterns and forms. Its development has been marked by a tension

between two strong sources of inspiration: European ideals, especially British; and

domestic originality.

American cultureis rich, complex, and unique. It is largely based on Western

culture and English culture in particular, with influences from the Native American

peoples and Africans brought to the U.S. as slaves, and to a lesser extent influences

from other more recent immigrants from Asia and elsewhere; immigrants many of

whom had fled persecution or oppression in their home countries, and were seeking

freedom (including religious freedom) and economic opportunity, leading them to

reject totalitarian practices.



At first, during the 19th century American culturewas a unique American voice.

Later American cultural self-identity became more complex and more diverse as

immigrants streamed into the country. American writers of German, Irish, Jewish,

and Scandinavian ancestry began to find their audience. Many of these writers

focused on the 19th- 20th century city life and themes such as poverty, efforts to

assimilate into the U.S., and family life in a new country. These ethnically diverse

writers included Theodore Dreiser, of German ancestry; Sholem Aleichem, a Jewish

writer; and Eugene O'Neill and James Farrell, of Irish background. Thus, European

influence changed the core of American experienceby incorporating various

immigrant origins into its cultural vision.

In popular music too, the songs of many nations became American songs. In the

1920’s, the blues and jazz began to dominate the rhythms of American popular

music. Black musicians such as Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, Ella

Fitzgerald, became the instruments of a classic American sound. White composers

such as George Gershwin and performers such as Bix Beiderbecke incorporated jazz

rhythms into their music, while instrumentalists such as Benny Goodman adopted

jazz improvisational style to forge a racially blended American form called swing

music.

Cultural assimilation: American pluralism permitted the existence in the American

culture of two major trends both playing a very significant role

called assimilationand multiculturalism.

Cultural assimilation is an intense process of consistent integration when members

of an ethno-cultural group, typically immigrants, or other minority groups, are

“absorbed” into an established, generally larger community. This presumes a loss of

all or many characteristics which make the newcomers different.

America is widely known as a “melting pot” in which immigrant groups used to

assimilate. The term “melting pot” referred to the idea that immigrants were

expected and encouraged to integrate themselves into the general American culture;

and the societies formed by immigrant cultures, religions, and ethnic groups were to

produce new hybrid social and cultural forms.



Fig.9. American “melting pot”

Popular use of the melting-pot metaphor was derived from Israel Zangwill’s play

“The Melting Pot,” which was first performed in Washington, D.C. in 1908, in which

one character declares: “America is God's Crucible, the great Melting-Pot where all

the races of Europe are melting and reforming! Here you stand in your 50 groups

with your 50 languages and histories, but you won’t be like that for long, brothers.

For these are the fires of God you’ve come to – these are the fires of God… A fig for

your feuds (deadly enemies) and vendettas! Germans and Frenchmen, Irishmen and

Englishmen, Jews and Russians — into the Crucible with you all! God is making the

American…He will be the fusion of all races, the coming superman.”

But Zangwill’s sentiments were not new ones. As far back as the end of the

18th century one French immigrant and keen observer of American life, described

his new compatriots as: “…a mixture of English, Scotch, Irish, French, Dutch,

Germans, and Swedes. What, then, is the American, this new man? He is neither a

European nor the descendant of a European; hence that strange mixture of blood,

which you will find in no other country. I could point out to you a family whose

grandfather was an Englishman, whose wife was a Dutch, whose son married a

French woman, and whose present four sons have now four wives of different

nations. He is an American… leaving behind him all his ancient prejudices and

manners.”

Traditionally, the phenomenon of assimilation has been seen as a relentless

economic progression. Hard working new-arrivals struggled along with a new



language and at low paying jobs in order for their sons and daughters to climb the

economic ladder, each generation advancing a rung.

But, in the current immigration wave something markedly different is happening in

the middle of the great American “melting pot.” The U.S. demographics are

changing in profound and unprecedented ways, and as immigrant populations reach

a critical mass in many communities, it is no longer the melting pot that is

transforming them, but they (the immigrant populations) are transforming the

American society.

So, the melting pot is no longer an article of faith in the American self-image.

Multiculturalism: The idea of multiculturalism is now put forward as an alternative

to assimilation. Walt Whitman, the national poet, wrote of his nation. “I am large,”

“I contain multitudes.” In 1918, the public intellectual Randolph Bourne called for

a “transnational America.” The original English colonists, Bourne argued, “did not

come to be assimilated in an American melting pot. They came to get freedom to live

as they wanted to make their fortune in a new land. Later immigrants, he

continued, did not melt down into some kind of “tasteless, colorless” homogeneous

Americanism but rather added their distinct contributions to the greater whole.”

Today’s ideologies of multiculturalism and diversity deny the existence of a

common culture in the U.S.; they denounce the assimilation, and promote the

primacy of racial, ethnic, and other sub-national cultural identities and groupings.

That’s why the old “melting pot” metaphor is giving way to new metaphors such as

“salad bowl” or, as it is known in Canada, “cultural mosaic,” i.e. mixtures of

various ingredients that keep their individual characteristics, or “diversity

salad.” The idea is that bits of lettuce, celery, carrot, and other ingredients retain all

their individual flavor and color, yet are combined into an appetizing dish. This

notion is attractive and simplistic. It implies that all the ethnicities that make up the

U.S.A. should retain their national features and originality.

Whichever theory is right, the democracy of the U.S. lets both

the multicultural and melting-pot approaches to be equally represented and

exercised in immigrant communities.



The balance between the melting pot and transnational ideals varies with time and

circumstance, with neither model achieving a complete dominance.

Americans have internationalized an American self-portrait that spans a spectrum of

races, creeds, and colors. Let’s consider the popular motion pictures depicting

American troops in action during the Second World War. It became a Hollywood

cliché that every platoon included a farm boy from Iowa, a Brooklyn Jew, a Polish

millworker from Chicago, an Appalachian woodsman, and other diverse examples

of mid-20th century American manhood. They strain at first to overcome their

differences, but by the film’s end all have bonded — as Americans.

Real life can be more complicated, because, say, the African-American soldier could

serve in a segregated unit. Regardless such facts, however, these films depicted an

American identity that Americans believed in — or wanted to.

Now the time has come to mention the phenomenon of hyphenated Americanism.

The term hyphenated American is an epithet from the late 19th century to refer to

Americans who consider themselves of a distinct cultural origin other than the U.S.,

and who claim to hold loyalty to both. The first term typically indicates a region of

origin or ancestry, which is generally (but not always) paired with “American” by a

hyphen, such as African-American, Chinese-American, Irish-American, German-

American, and Japanese-American. The linguistic construction functionally

indicates ancestry, but also may connote a sense that these individuals straddle two

worlds — one experience is specific to their unique ethnic identity, while the other

is the broader multicultural amalgam that is Americana.

Most usage experts recommend dropping the hyphen because it implies to some

people dual nationalism and inability to be accepted as truly American.

By contrast, other groups have embraced the hyphen arguing that the American

identity is compatible with alternative identities, and that the mixture of identities

within the U.S. strengthens the nation rather than weakens it.

In 1915, President T. Roosevelt opposed the idea of "hyphenated Americanism",

saying, “There is no room in this country for hyphenated Americanism. He

continued:When I refer to hyphenated Americans, I do not refer to naturalized



Americans. Some of the very best Americans I have ever known were naturalized

Americans, Americans born abroad. But a hyphenated American is not an American

at all. ... The one absolutely certain way of bringing this nation to ruin, of preventing

all possibility of its continuing to be a nation at all, would be - to permit it to become

a tangle of squabbling nationalities, an intricate knot of German-Americans, Irish-

Americans, English-Americans, French-Americans, Scandinavian-Americans or

Italian-Americans, each preserving its separate nationality, each at heart feeling

more sympathy with Europeans of that nationality, than with the other citizens of the

American Republic. .. He concluded: There is no such thing as a hyphenated

American who is a good American. The only man who is a good American is the

man who is an American and nothing else.”

President W. Wilson also regarded those whom he termed “hyphenated

Americans” with suspicion, he went further saying, “Any man who carries a hyphen

about with him carries a dagger that he is ready to plunge into the vitals of this

Republic whenever he gets ready.”

But the problem persists. Currently, while some “hyphenated Americans” hold to

other countries’ loyalties and draw criticism from some Americans, there are many

“hyphenated Americans” who do not define or desire to define themselves as such,

but rather are defined as such by other people. The result is that even if these

Americans are, in Roosevelt’s words, “American and nothing else,” they still may

end up having a different experience, and for that reason may develop shared

understandings with others of their type, whether they want that or not. This in itself

becomes, ironically, a reason for them to be interested in their “hyphenated” identity.

There are nowadays many American immigrants or children of immigrants - a

rapidly increasing number of them claim dual citizenship - because they cannot

sacrifice half of who they are.

Lastly, some Americans do not view hyphenated Americans as having conflicting

loyalties because they agree with the “global citizen” concept of caring about all

people regardless of nationality, a concept that more people are following in the light

of increasing globalization.



To sum up, we may say that the U.S. is a pluralistic multicultural society with a

unique culture having far more in common than apart. The U.S. is composed of many

nationalities, races, religions, and creeds. Through assimilation and transformation

into the American society these people, in their turn, are transforming and changing

their country and culture.

Some of those who had immigrated to America embraced the opportunity to leave

old cultures behind and to free themselves from past traditions and loyalties. Others

found that the liberties promised under the Bill of Rights allowed for distinctiveness

rather than uniformity, and they have taken pride in preserving and celebrating their

origins. And American pluralism adds to the richness and strength of the nation’s

culture.

American culture is primarily known as mass culture:Nowadays, when the U.S.

population is mainly centered in large cities, it is exposed to a relatively uniform

commercial or mass culture which is defined as a set of cultural values and ideas

that arise from common exposure of a population to the same cultural activities,

communications media, music and art, etc. Mass culture becomes possible only with

modern communications and electronic media. A mass culture is transmitted to

individuals, rather than arising from people's daily interactions, and therefore lacks

the distinctive content of cultures rooted in community and region.

Mass culture produces a homogeneous commercial atmosphere throughout the

country. It homogenizes tastes, styles, and points of view among different groups in

the U.S. Class and ethnic distinctions in American culture begin to fade; culture

becomes more democratic, more uniform and profit-oriented as mass media

transmit movies and music to people throughout the country. No wonder, the

growing uniformity of mass culture evokes criticism, as it lowers the general

standard of taste, because mass media seek to please the largest number of people

by appealing to simpler rather than more complex tastes.

During the 20th century, mass entertainment extended the reach of American

culture, reversing the direction of influence as Europe and the world became

consumers of American popular culture. U.S. music is heard all over the world. U.S.



movies and television shows can be seen almost anywhere. People all over the world

view American television programs, often years after the program’s popularity has

declined in the U.S.

The U.S. hasbecome a trend setter in many spheres of life. It has become the

dominant cultural source for entertainment and popular fashion, from the jeans and

T-shirts young people wear to the music groups and rock stars they listen to and the

movies they see.

So, American entertainment is one of the strongest means by which America

influences the world.

This influence is often criticized and called cultural imperialism or Americanization.

The Americanization of popular taste and habits is not restricted only to

entertainment. The growing popularity of hamburgers, fried chicken and other easily

prepared “fast food” spread American eating habits all over the world. Blue jeans

and T-shirts Americanized the dress of people on every continent.

Supermarkets Americanizedthe everyday experience of shopping for millions and

skyscrapers became the solution for many overpopulated cities over the world where

a need for more working and living space as well as the cost of land was high.

Currently, American values are often portrayed as global or universal ones. This

trend is not only cultural but also a political one. By spreading and dissemination its

culture all over the world the U.S. is shaping the perception of the country overseas.

So, American culture has become a means of brainwashing and indoctrination.

Certainly this process of Americanization evokes counterforce. Some countries

resent the American cultural juggernaut, they see it as a threat to their unique

national culture. The French periodically campaign to rid their language of invading

English terms, and the Canadians have placed limits on American publications in

Canada.

And yet the American talent for making entertainment that appeals to virtually all of

humanity is no small gift. In his book The Hollywood Eye, writer and producer John

Boorstein defends the movies’ orientation to mass-market tastes in terms that can be

applied to other branches of American pop culture: “In their simple-minded, greedy,



democratic way Hollywood filmmakers know deep in their gut that they can have it

both ways — they can make a film they are terrifically proud of that masses of people

will want to see, too. That means tuning out their more rarefied sensibilities and

using that part of themselves they share with their parents and their siblings, with

Wall Street lawyers and small-town Rotarians and waiters and engineering students,

with cops and pacifists and the guys at the car wash and perhaps even second

graders and junkies and bigots (fanatics),...and producing the common human

currency of joy and sorrow and anger and excitement and loss and pain and love.”

Alongside with the trend of spreading American culture all over the world, a reverse

tendency may be observed in the U.S.: many Americans exhibit ethnocentric or

insular outlooks, with little interest in the culture or political developments of other

countries. Americans tend to travel abroad less than citizens of European countries

or Japan.

Furthermore, comparatively few books from European countries or Japan are

translated for sale in the U.S.; and sales of those that are translated tend to be slow.

Imported television shows are also rare, except on PBS, although remakes of foreign

shows are increasingly common. Imported films are generally less successful than

domestic productions. This is emphasized in the American readaptation of such

television shows as The Office, Queer as Folk, and Red Dwarf. Popular foreign

shows are often rewritten and localized with American actors cast in the place of

their foreign counterparts and filmed in American places.

By the way, this process of readapting foreign movies and shows is also

called Americanization.

Finally, the term Americanization can also refer to the process of adapting

immigrants to the U.S. way of life in order to become American citizens. The process

involves learning American English and adjusting to American culture, customs, and

garb or dress.

American English as a tool of globalization:By the way,American English is the

strongest American cultural export which is conquering the globe. Around 320

million people speak it as their first language and another 250 million or so as their



second. A billion people are learning it, about a third of the world’s population is

exposed to it, and by 2050, it is reckoned, half the world will be more or less

proficient in it.

Today, English is adopting a predominantly American touch, not only because of

the prestige of the American lifestyle and pop culture, but because the U.S. is in the

limelight as a dominant world power, as a globalizationleader.

The U.S. dominance is cultural, diplomatic and political. It also dictates a model for

the English language, thus making American English the dominant language variety.

AE is becoming a code of international linguistic transaction, a medium of

worldwide linguistic interaction, its intra- and international functions keep

increasing with every coming day. In a foreseeable future, the so-called World

Englishes will gradually disappear in the sweeping current of the American variety

of English. The presence of the American tongue and voice in many situations of

daily life creates a far-reaching in depth and extent cultural presence that is difficult

to resist.

To sum up, the U.S. culture encompasses traditions, ideals, customs, beliefs, values,

arts, folklore and innovations developed both domestically and imported via

colonization and immigration. Through modern mass media and by means of

American English, many American cultural elements, especially popular culture,

have been exported across the globe where American culture is both accepted and

resented.

Princeton professor of politics Robert P. George once pointed out that “it is possible

to become a citizen of France…but it’s very difficult, if you’re not already one, to

become a Frenchman.” On the other hand, by virtue of committing oneself “to

America and to its founding principles,” one can legitimately become “an American

in the fullest and most robust sense.”

Even though the American society can be broken down into different ethnicities, as

a whole Americans are a culture of their own. A very unique bread of all their own,

the values, dedication, hard work, and perseverance, love for freedom, and

determination to better their lives, makes them American. And even though they all



come from something different they all have the pursuit of happiness. Americans

define themselves not be their racial, religious or ethnic identities but rather by their

common values or the founding principles in which American identity is grounded.

Now I’d like to speak about the American value system or these founding

principles. At the core of the American value system there are some selected values

and beliefs; they unite all Americans and shape their culture.

In fact, they are not new, not original; but nowhere in the world they could have

reached such heights and sizes and become so overwhelming, attractive and dear to

all American hearts. The ideals of individual liberty, individualism, self-sufficiency,

equality, free market, a republican form of government, democracy, pluralism, and

patriotism and that kind of thing are dear to all Americans.

And the most driving and thrilling concept in the system of Americans’ values and

national goals which seems to have penetrated every layer and aspect of American

life and culture is the American Dream.

The American Dream is the faith held by many in the U.S.A. that through hard

work, courage, and determination one can achieve financial prosperity. These were

the values held by many early European settlers, and that have been passed on to

subsequent generations.

Today, it refers to the idea that one’s prosperity depends upon one’s own abilities

and hard work, not on a rigid class structure.

Though the meaning of the phrase has changed over America’s history. For

some, a) it is the opportunity to achieve more prosperity than they could in their

countries of origin; b) for others, it is the opportunity for their children to grow up

with an education and career opportunities; c) for some, it is the opportunity to be

an individual without the constraints imposed by class, caste, race, or ethnicity.

The definition of the American Dream is under constant discussion and debate. The

package of beliefs, assumptions, and action patterns labeled as the American

Dream has always been a fragile agglomeration of (1) individual freedom of choice

in life styles, (2) equal access to economic abundance, and (3) the pursuit of shared

objectives mutually advantageous to the individual and society. It teaches Americans



to believe that contentment (satisfaction) can be reached through the virtues of thrift,

hard work, family loyalty, and faith in the free enterprise system. The American

Dream is popularized in countless rags-to-riches stories and in the portrayal of the

good life in advertising and on TV shows.

Though the term “American Dream” is often associated with immigrants, native-

born Americans can also be described as “pursuing the American Dream” or “living

the American Dream”.

The concept of the American Dream has also been the subject of much criticism.

The main criticism is that the American Dream is misleading, that it is an emphasis

on material wealth as a measure of success and/or happiness. This concept also

ignores other factors of success such as luck, family, language, and wealth one is

born into. It also fails to take into account inheritable traits such as intelligence and

physical attributes including height, shape, and beauty. U.S. political leaders defend

the concept by all possible means.

Freedom and equality: In the center of all that Americans value

is freedom intermingled with the ideas of democracy/equality. The notion that

America offers freedom for all is an ideal that unifies Americans and links present

to past. Whereas most European, Asian or even African peoples were and are unified

by race, language, culture, traditions, and history, America's immigrant population

had little in common other than the initiative to get to America. In the first years of

the U.S.A. when communication was slow, and the country was too big for a

centralized government, American colonists could hardly be called the American

nation. Freedom anddemocracy became their faith, the unifying theme which united

them and made them the new nation.

America may be the only country in the world founded on a creed. During the first

half of the 19th century, the doctrine of equal rights was developed to mythical

proportions. A.A. Bennet wrote in 1827, "We may look forward to the period when

the spark kindled in America shall spread and spread, till the whole earth is

illumined by its light."



Americans consider themselves the world's freest people. And they regard their

society as the freest and best in the world. They like to think of their country as a

welcoming haven for those longing for freedom and opportunity.

Americans’ understanding of freedom is shaped by the Founding Fathers’ belief that

all people are equal and that the role of government is to protect each person’s basic

integral rights prescribed in the Bill of Rights.

But some people weren’t so equal. In reality, Constitutional rights have been

unevenly distributed throughout the U.S. history. Each immigrant group has been

subjected to discrimination; the Chinese, for example, suffered from the laws that

once prohibited Chinese land ownership, school attendance, marriage with whites,

and other rights. Blacks had a long and unique history of discrimination. Women

were not allowed to vote until 1920.

Today, all discrimination according to race, color, sex, or creed is illegal, but it

continues in subtle forms. Furthermore, no one could seriously think that anyone

who grows up poor, lives in a bad neighborhood, and attends an inferior school has

an opportunity equal to that of someone more favored.

But at least philosophically Americans are against prejudice. They do not accept the

idea that some people are born inferior to others, and it is not socially acceptable to

make impolite contemptuous statements about people on the basis of their race.

Americans historically have despised efforts to trade on “accidents of birth,” such

as great inherited wealth or social status. Article I of the U.S. Constitution bars the

government from granting any title of nobility, and those who cultivate an air of

superiority toward their fellow Americans are commonly dishonored for “putting on

airs,” or worse.

However, common people in their private conversations are not always as delicate

about references to nationality, and jokes about the Polish, the Irish, the Chinese, the

Scottish, etc., are widespread. But to dislike people because of their color is

considered ignorant and stupid, and in public no responsible speaker makes outright

racist statements. We may conclude here though Americans may not have achieved

equality, but at least they aspire to it, which is more than many nations can claim.



And the doctrine that all people should have an equal chance of success remains a

sacred American belief. We should keep in mind that American equality is the

equality of opportunity. Everybody might not win, but everybody had and has a

chance. Family and connections are not required. Effort and brains and imagination

are. Frankly speaking, opportunity rather than democracy gave America its name

as the Land of the Free. In America, all kinds of people have a vast menu of

opportunities to make and remake themselves. Americans respect the “self-made”

man or woman, especially if he or she has overcome great obstacles to success.

Progress:This idea is directly associated with the value of freedom. The

nation’s progress has been measured by the taming of the frontier and industrial

expansion. The desire to progress by making use of opportunities is important to

Americans.

In this immigrant society, progress is personally measured as family progress over

generations. Many Americans can boast that with each succeeding generation, since

their first ancestors arrived, the family’s status has improved. The classic American

family saga is all about progress. The great-grandparents, arriving from the Old

World with nothing but the clothes on their backs, work hard and suffer poverty and

alienation so that they can provide a good education for their children. The second

generation, motivated by the same vision of the future and willingness to work hard

and make sacrifices, pass these values to their children. The attainment of the vision

of one's grandparents is part of the American Dream.

Individual freedom and individualism: Since the 18th century, Americans have

defined themselves not by their racial, religious, and ethnic identity but by their

common values and belief in individual freedom. Nearly every American would

agree upon individual freedom as the cornerstone of American values. It saturates

every aspect of the society. Americans’ notion of freedom focuses on the

individual; and Americans believe the country has achieved its heights because of

dynamic individuals who never stopped seeking a better way.



Individualism has strong philosophical roots in America. T. Jefferson believed that

a free individual’s identity should be held sacred and that his or her dignity and

integrity should not be violated.

America’s 19th-century philosophers wrote about individual self-reliance. They

encouraged individuals to trust in themselves and their own consciences and to revolt

against routine and habitual paths of conduct. The 19th-century poet Walt Whitman

celebrated the individual in his poetry. In “By Blue Ontario’s Shore” he writes, “I

swear nothing is good to me now that ignores individuals, the American Compact is

altogether with individuals”.

Early 20th-century pragmatists such as William James and John Dewey insisted

upon the individual’s ability to control his or her fate.

Individualism, understood not only as self-reliance but also as economic self-

sufficiency, has been a central theme in American history. In the early days, most

Americans were farmers whose success depended not on cooperation with others

but on their ability to confront the hardships of land and climate on their own. Both

success and virtue were measured by individual resourcefulness.

Cowboys were never a large part of the population, and they're very scarce now, but

in many ways they characterize the American ideal - self-reliant, self-sufficient,

tough, risk-taking, and masculine. The cowboy stands alone, opposing his enemies.

His strongest tie is only to his horse.

In many countries, people cannot think of themselves apart from the family or group

they belong to; their loyalty is to the group and their achievements are for the

group. In America, instead, self-reliance is the fundamental virtue. Each person is a

solo operation, and independence is considered the birthright of every child.

American highest aspiration is self-fulfillment. Many decisions that would be made

by the group in other cultures are made by the individual in the U.S.A. Newcomers

in the U.S., especially those from tightly knit families, are frequently aghast to

discover that American children quite regularly leave home - with their parents'

blessings - at the age of 18. From then on, they will make most of their own decisions

without their parents help, having already been quite independent during their



teenage years. If they linger too long under the parental roof, they will cause anxiety.

The child's job is to go out into the world and succeed. The job of the parents is to

give the children every opportunity while they are growing up and then get out of

their way.

Many of the aspects of American life, that seem most bewildering to foreigners,

make sense in the light of the individual freedom principle. Aged parents as well as

children remain independent. If you want to be a salmon fisherman in Alaska, you

go. You don't have to stay home to take care of your elders. In fact, sticking around

your home town could suggest a lack of backbone, a failure of imagination and

courage. American psychiatrists are quick to conclude that their patients' problems

stem from "inadequate separation" from parents.

The individual comes first. Americans do not consider this selfish. A person serves

society by living up to his potential. The classic American hero is someone who

succeeded on his own, pulling himself up by his own bootstraps. The finest

American literature praises the rebel: Huckleberry Finn, Walden from Walden; or,

Life in the Woods, Gatsby, his independence and self reliance. Frank Sinatra sang in

a classic popular song "I Did It My Way".

In the U.S.A., accomplishments or success are likely attributed to hard work,

perseverance, and innate abilities of the individual. Americans give respect for self

achievements not achievements based on rights of birth. This positive spirit of

individual resourcefulness enables Americans today to take risks in areas where

others might only dream, resulting in tremendous advances in technology, health

and science.

In the industrial age, the idealization of the self-reliant individual translated itself

into the celebration of the small businessman who became a financial success on his

own. It is a part of the American Dream to “be your own boss,” and being an

entrepreneur is one of the most appealing ways to improve one’s economic

future.Individual proprietorship in business is still thought as the ideal. Government

regulation is often resisted in the spirit of individualism. “Right to work” laws, which



discourage union activity, are defended on the grounds that they protect the

independence of the individual worker.

Individualism has made the U.S. aNo-Status Society.In a status society, people learn

their places and gain some dignity and security from having a place in the social

order. Americans, however, are taught not to recognize their places but to constantly

assert or defend themselves. This can manifest itself in positive ways - hard work,

clever ideas - but also in ongoing dissatisfaction.

As an American is always striving to change his lot, he never fully identifies himself

with any group. Americans have no expressions such as in China where "the fat pig

gets slaughtered," or in Japan, where "the nail that sticks out gets hammered

down." In the U.S., everybody is trying to stick out, which limits closeness between

people. Americans say, "It's the squeaky wheel that gets the grease."

According to Alan Roland, author of In Search of Self in India and Japan,in the U.S.

"a militant individualism has been combined with enormous social

mobility," leaving very little group identity. Roland psychoanalyzed Americans,

Indians, and Japanese and discovered that the two Asian cultures had no concept of

the strong inner separation from others that is characteristic of Americans. Because

American society is so competitive, Americans feel in the end that they can only rely

on themselves.

Americans praise those who take initiative and do what they want. If you want to

put on your jogging shoes and run non-stop across the country from South Carolina

to California and back, that‘s great! Quit your job as an executive and sail around

the world with your family? Why not? That doesn‘t mean that all Americans live

such daring lives, but they admire those who do, and highly value individual

differences.

This freedom from the group has enabled the American to become "Economic Man"

– the one directed almost purely by the profit motive, mobile and free from family

or community obligations. It's a personality type well suited to national

development, but one that leads to identity problems for the individual himself.



Now to American patriotism which as said differs from nationalism. A

consequence of Americans’ mobilityis that Americans develop relatively little

attachment to place. In the U.S.A., national pride has become generally stronger than

regional pride. Foreign visitors to America are quick to observe the prevalence of

patriotic symbols: flags fly in suburban neighborhoods, bumper stickers

announce “I’m proud to be American,” the national anthem is played at every

sporting event, at schools and in churches. National holidays such as Thanksgiving

and Independence Day intensify the sense of national identity.

Patriotism in America is in some ways distinct from patriotism in other countries.

American patriotism is expressed in its national icons: the U.S. flag, American

family, apple pie, the Statue of Liberty, etc.

In many nations, patriotism is essentially the love of the land. Songs celebrate the

scenery of certain rivers, valleys, and forests. In America, however, this specific

sense of place, this identification with a particular geographical region as the

homeland, is generally not developed to this extent. American patriotism has a sort

of abstraction about it: it is a devotion not to a specific physical place, gene pool,

cuisine, or cultural tradition, but to a political and social vision, a promise and the

idea of freedom.

From the above said I may conclude that American identity is, as B. Franklin

understood, grounded in actions and attitudes rather than racial, religious, or ethnic

identity; Americans differ from many other peoples both in how they define

themselves and in the kinds of lives they choose to lead.

Andwhat distinguishes America and her people is a shared set of political and

philosophical commitments—those commitments which animated the founding of

the United States.

3.A few regional stereotypes are as prominent as the ethnic stereotypes of groups of

Americans. Most prominent of all, certainly, is the term Yankee. This term is

interesting because its definition is relative. There's a saying that in Mexico, a

Yankee is anyone from north of the Rio Grande-that is., any American. In the South,



a Yankee is anyone from north of the Mason-Dixon Line. North of the Mason-Dixon

Line, a Yankee is someone from New England. In New England, a Yankee is

someone from Vermont. And in Vermont, a Yankee is someone who has apple pie

for breakfast! The point was proved to another Northerner once, when he was

travelling in Vermont and stayed overnight at an inn. When, he came down for

breakfast in the morning, the innkeeper was in the dining room, eating apple pie for

breakfast. The characteristics of a Yankee are ingenuity, thrift and shrewdness in

business. It is understood that a Yankee is white and, somewhat less decisively,

Anglo in ancestry.

The second most salient regional stereotype probably is that of a Southerner. The

South is hot, its agricultural produce is bountiful, theoretically making for an easy

life (for rich landowners, at least) and its speech is slow arid characterized by the

famous Southern drawl. Therefore, Southerners are seen as laid-back, slow, never in

a hurry and friendly, offering generous hospitality; 'Southern hospitality'. Scarlett

O'Hara, in Margaret Mitchell's Gone with the Wind, is the quintessential

personification of the Southern belle.

Other regional or semiregional stereotypes are less kind. A redneck is an

uneducated, bigoted, reactionary, rural working-class Southern white; he has a red

neck because he only works in unskilled jobs and therefore is outside in the sun all

day long. A hillbilly is also uneducated, but the term connotes ignorance more than

reactionary views. The notion is associated with backwoods or remote areas,

especially from the mountain country of the South.

There are many other stereotypes that apply to smaller groups and that are taken

rather less seriously. Valley girls are a recent conceptualization, referring to the

teenage culture of southern California. The Jewish American Princess, or JAP, is a

good-humoured label for a spoiled, affluent – incidentally Jewish – girl who has her

father wrapped around her little finger. It comes to life in jokes such as the following:

Q: What does a Jewish American Princess make for dinner?

A: Reservations.

Q: What four words will a Jewish American Princess never hear?



A: 'Attention, K-Mart shoppers!'

K-Mart is a widespread chain discount department store. Every few minutes,

patrons are alerted to special sales by announcements over the loudspeaker system

and these announcements always prefaced by the cry, 'Attention, K-Mart shoppers!'

Questions to be discussed:

1. What says that the U.S. population is growing and what are the sources of this

growth?

2. What the largest ancestry groups in the U.S.S.?

3. In how many epochs can American immigration history be viewed?

4. When did the European immigration dominate?

5. How is the immigration to the U.S.A. regulated?

6. Why do and did people immigrate to the U.S.A.?

7. Is immigration good or bad for America?

8. What reactionary organizations and movements tried to curb the immigration to

the U.S.A.?

9. What are the economic effects of immigration?

10. What is the aboriginal contribution to the American heritage?

11. Did Native Americans assimilate into the mainstream society and disappear as

unique peoples?

12. What was the Afro-American contribution to the industry (agriculture, culture)

of the U.S.A.?

13. Did Germans have a powerful influence over the development of American

culture: institutions, traditions, and daily habits? Give examples.

14. What role did the Irish play in the American history (Italians, Slavs, Jews,

Chinese, etc.)?

Lection 9-10

The USA history, cultural and social life

1. Brief history of the USA.



2. The USA culture and social life.

1.The history of the USA dates back only to the 15th century. In the 15th century

there was no USA at all. The present territory of the USA was divided among some

countries. In the 15th — 16th centuries some territory of the USA belonged to Great

Britain (northern and western lands); southern parts (California, Florida, New

Mexico, Texas) belonged to Spain, then — to Mexico; the central part, the territory

was called Louisiana — to France; Alaska was possessed by Russia; some territories

remained to be under Indians control.

In 18th century there were only thirteen Britain's American colonies and they broke

with Great Britain in 1776 and later were recognized as the new nation of the the

United States of America, following the Treaty of Paris in 1783. During the 19th"and

20th centuries, 37 new states were added to the original 13 as the nation expanded

their frontiers across the North American continent and acquired a number of

overseas possessions.

There were three most dramatic experiences in the nation's history: the Civil War

(1861-1865), the Great Depression of the 1930s and Vietnam War of the 1960s —

70s.

After its victories in World Wars I and II and the end of the Cold War in 1991,

the USA remains the world's most powerful state. The economy is marked by steady

growth, low unemployment and inflation, and great advances in technology.

Nowadays USA is world's third-largest country by size (after Russia and Canada)

and by population (after China and India). It is about half the size of Russia or lightly

larger than China or Brazil.

English migrants came to America for two main reasons. The first reason was

religious tied to the English Reformation. Groups of colonists came to America

searching for a) either an asylum to practice a religion without persecution or b) a

refuge to begin a new and holier settlement where complete theological agreement

could be found.



The second reason for English colonization was economic, because between 1530

and 1680 the population in England doubled andthe land became scarce. Many of

England’s largest landholders fenced the lands, and raised sheep for the expanding

wool trade. The result was a growing number of poor, unemployed, and desperate

English men and women. They were recruited by rich Americans and became

indentured (contracted) laborers. American landowners even paid for a laborer’s

passage to America if he signed the contact to serve them for several years.

The main waves of settlers in North America came in the 17th century. At first,

most immigrants to Colonial America arrived as indentured servants. Between the

late 1610’s and the American Revolution, the British shipped about 50,000 convicts

to its American colonies. So, as you see as you see from the above said, the colonists

who came to the New World were not a homogeneous mix; they belonged to

different social and religious groups and came to the new continent for different

reasons. And they created colonies with very different social, religious, political, and

economic structures.

In brief, the USA history may be outlined as the following:

1. In the struggle for control of North America, the decisive factor was that only the

English established colonies of agricultural settlers, their interests lay less in trade

than in the acquisition of land.

2. English migrants came to America for two main reasons: religious and economic.

3. The colonists who came to the New World were not a homogeneous mix, but

rather a variety of different social and religious groups, and they created colonies

with very different social, religious, political, and economic structures.

4. By 1733 English settlers had founded 13 colonies along the Atlantic Coast, from

New Hampshire in the North to Georgia in the South.

5. The 13 colonies were tied to the British Empire socially, politically and

economically. Although each of them was different from the others, throughout the

17th and 18th centuries several events and trends took place and brought them

together. The Royal Proclamation and a number of British Parliament Acts



aggravated the situation in the colonies to the extreme and ignited the American

Revolution.

6. The Battle of Lexington and Concord in 1775 marked the beginning of the

American Revolution. The last major battle of the American Revolution took place

at Yorktown, Virginia, in 1781. The war officially ended with the Treaty of Paris in

1783, by which England recognized American independence and relinquished its

territory from the Atlantic to the Mississippi.

7. On July 4, 1776, the members of the Continental Congress agreed to issue the

paper that is now called the Declaration of Independence.

8. During the war years, the Continental Congress acted as a central government, but

few people thought of it as a government that would continue after the war. In 1777

the members of Congress worked out a plan for a union of the states. The plan was

called the Articles of Confederation and it was approved by the state legislatures.

9. In 1781 the new national government started. In 1787, the Constitutional

Convention, met in Philadelphia to revise the Articles but instead decided to write a

Constitution, which was ratified by eleven states in 1788. In 1789, the Constitution

of the United States was put into operation, and George Washington was elected the

first President of the United States.

10. After the revolution and the defeat of the British army in the war of 1812, the

independent American republic began to expand westwards without any opposition

from either France or Britain.

11. The size of the country almost doubled after purchasing the vast Louisiana

Territory from France. The frontier did not uniformly expand westward from the

Mississippi River.The growth of railroads encouraged westward expansion more

than any other single development.

12. Though Native Americans resisted the influx of white settlers, the volume of

white settlers taking over Native American land and the ways in which these settlers

transformed the West destroyed the Native American culture of independence.

13. By the mid-19th century, two fundamentally different labor systems had

emerged in the North and in the South of the U.S.A., one based on wage labor, the



other on slavery. After Republican Abraham Lincoln was elected president in 1860,

11 Southern states left the Union and proclaimed themselves an independent nation,

the Confederate States of America.

14. The American Civil War of 1861-1865 was fought between the U.S. forces

coming from the 23 northern states of the Union and the newly-formed Confederate

States of America. For both North and South, the Civil War was long and hard. More

than half a million soldiers lost their lives. The war put an end to slavery, and made

the country an indivisible whole.

15. Reconstruction was the period after the American Civil War when the 11 seceded

states of the defeated Confederacy, were reintegrated into the Union. The end of

Reconstruction marked the end of the brief period of civil rights for African

Americans; it was also a time of growth and change.

16. From 1865 to about 1900, the U.S. became the world’s leading industrial nation,

witnessing meteoric expansion in the pace and scale of production. Between 1840

and 1920 about 37 millionof immigrants came to America.

17. At that time, the laissez-faire capitalism dominated in the USA, it fostered huge

concentrations of wealth and power, on the one hand, and severe exploitation of

workers, on the other.

18. As the United States entered the 20th century, a new political movement

called progressivism emerged as a response to the demand to remedy the problems

created by industrialization and urbanization and minimize violent labor conflicts

and clashes.

19. This time witnessed the imperial acquisitions of the U.S.A as Uncle Sam began

to acquire territories overseas.

20. WWI changed American mentality. The American people chose isolationism to

international cooperation. The U.S. enjoyed a period of great prosperity. It was the

time of the Roaring Twenties, the age of jazz, spectacular silent movies, and the age

of Prohibition.



21. The inflated stock market led to the crash of Thursday, October 29, 1929. Federal

mismanagementof the 1929 stock market crash brought about the notorious Great

Depression.

22. President Franklin D. Roosevelt introduced the New Deal. As a result, the

American political and economic life became much more competitive than before.

23. In September 1939, the U.S. Congress revised the neutrality acts; it enabled

Roosevelt to start a plan known as cash-and-carry. As the U.S. moved to a wartime

economy, the depression ended, and the U.S. economy came to life.

24. In World War II the U.S.A. lost almost 300,000 people in battle deaths; there

was no fighting or bombing in North America. The war made the United States a

military and economic world power.

25. A cold war started between the United States and the Soviet Union as soon as

WWII ended. This persistent hostility defined the life of the whole post-war world.

Numerous political and armed incidents and war actions for spheres of influence

increased international tension and the possibility of another global conflict: the wars

in North Korea (1950-1953) and Vietnam (1960-1973), the support of France in the

Indochina War (1946-1954), the Soviet-American conflict in Cuba (1962). Soviet

perestroika brought an end to the policy of Cold War.

26. Americans’ belief in the nation’s political institutions and its Presidents was

shaken by a series of scandals: the Watergate scandal, the Iran-Contra scandal, the

scandal between President Clinton and a young White House trainee Monica

Lewinsky.

27. The issue of civil rights dominated American politics in the 1950’s and 1960’s.

28. Between 1945 and 1970, the U.S. enjoyed a long period of economic growth,

interrupted only by mild and brief recessions.

29. In the early 1970’s, stagflation gripped the nation. In the 1980’s, President

Ronald Reagan cut taxes and reduced regulations, and the economy rebounded.

Unemployment and inflation dropped back to normal levels.

30. In the 1990’s under the Clinton Administration, the federal budget was balanced,

mainly due to massive investment in the stock market further accelerated by the dot-



com boom. A recession began during the transition to the Bush Administration with

the end of the dot-com boom, and was aggravated by the September 11, 2001 attacks.

31. The military responses to the September 11, 2001 attacks such as an invasion of

Afghanistan and the war in Iraq didn’t bring the desired results. The invasions have

ignited protest in the U.S.A. and anti-Americanism all over the world.

32. Barack Obama came to office in such difficult circumstances as no one of U.S.

presidents since Franklin Delano Roosevelt. The beginning of his presidency was

marked by a severe economic recession of 2008 resulting from a housing market

bubble, a subprime mortgage crisis, soaring oil prices, military spending and a

declining dollar value. In 2014, the economic situation normalized. But on the

international arena the situation worsened.

2.

1. Survival experiences also explain the American tendency to idealize whatever is

practical. The “can-do” spirit is something Americans are proud of today.

2. The pragmatism of Americans and their trust in an abundance of

resources relates to the American habit ofmobility. Mobility in America is a sign of

optimism.

3. Education is often regarded in America as the key to many choices and

opportunities, including financial security.

4. Americans are profoundly future-oriented. They have a nearly exclusive respect

for the future and what it will bring. It's the belief in a brighter future that gives them

optimism.

5. Americans' nearly unique belief in progress includes the proposition that

individuals can change or improve themselves.

6. Education is regarded as the key to many choices and opportunities in the U.S.A.,

including financial security. The belief that Americans should “be all that you can

be” arises from their Protestant heritage. These convictions have not only influenced

the U.S. educational system, but are often reflected in the U.S. foreign policy.



7. The right to privacy is a notion that runs deep in American culture, the notion of

individual privacy makes it difficult for Americans to make friends and adapt to

other cultures’ customs and habits. Because Americans respect privacy, they may

not go much beyond a friendly “hello.”

8. Americans are taught to be open and direct. If they think you aren‘t being open

and honest with them, then they may believe you are hiding something. They may

be quite uncomfortable dealing with individuals who are reserved and less direct.

Many Americans equate directness with trustworthiness.

9. Practically everyone agrees that Americans are friendly. Friendliness should not

be confused with friendship. Many foreigners slip up here, and mistakenly think that

that boundless cordiality means they're going to have lots of friends in the U.S.A.

10. Americans can be very exuberant, warm people. They often speak fairly loudly

compared to speakers from other cultures, because they believe it is important to be

assertive. If Americans believe they have been wronged, they think it necessary to

let their feelings show. Stand your ground is common advice in an unfair situation.

11. As a low-context culture, Americans don't have many set routines for particular

situations. Elaborate protocol cannot survive in a free-floating society. Formality

seems undemocratic to them. Americans believe that formality is "un-American"

and a show of arrogance and superiority. Americans dislike the rituals of etiquette.

Easy manners contribute to the fluidity of American society. A casual, egalitarian

attitude between people is more accepted.

12. Informality penetrates American culture. The forms of the language do not

change when Americans address a superior, as they do in many languages. People

dress casually as much as possible. Americans use slang in nearly all circumstances.

Americans slouch in chairs, lean against walls, and put their feet on desks. American

degree of casualness leaves a lot of room for confusion. Americans are very open on

the outside remain forever im’penetrable on the inside.

13. Relaxing is precisely what Americans are not very good at. It just doesn't fit in

with their belief in progress. Americans take the utilitarian philosophy seriously,



which is that only useful activities are valuable, meaningful, and moral.

Unproductive activity is therefore useless, meaningless, and immoral.

14. Because of the emphasis on the individual, Americans can be quite competitive.

There is a more fluid class system in the U.S. than in traditional cultures. Hard work,

when coupled with greater earnings, is rewarded with a rise in social class. It is

possible to work your way to the top in America. Americans value action and will

generally keep very busy schedules. As the saying goes, work is a virtue, and

idleness is a sin.

15. If there is anything that warms the American heart, it is efficiency. Efficiency is

a virtue in the U.S. Americans believe that work is morally right; that it is immoral

to waste time. There is more emphasis on "doing" rather than "being". Americans

are a monochromic culture, they operate according to schedules, doing one thing at

a time. Sticking to the schedule is more important than the human interruptions to it.

16. Protestantism stressed the work ethic and the responsibility of the individual for

his own success or failure in life.

17. There are numerous people who claim, "My friends are my family.” Those who

claim to rely on their friends usually are highly independent, with good health and

sound finances. You know, even the best of friends are keeping track of favors. Your

sorrows are not their sorrows.

18. Americans are a most litigious (сутяжные) people, and they prefer to believe

that there is always a responsible party for every event in life.

19. American cuisine in itself is not bad. American cooks have an abundance of fresh

ingredients and a heritage of marvelous regional dishes.

20. The American viewpoint on religion is paradoxical. Americans honor the

separation of the Church and State (and the freedom to worship at the church of one's

choice), but in public life few people dare admit to having no religious belief at all.

In the U.S., about 80% of the population describe themselves as Christians; 2% are

Jewish, 4%are "other" - Buddhist, various Eastern religions, Moslems, etc. -

unaffiliated - 12.1%, and 4%claim no religion.



21. The U.S. has no official language at the federal level. Only 30 states have passed

legislation making English the official language, and it is widely considered to be

the de facto national language. Spanish has official status in the commonwealth of

Puerto Rico and there are several enclaves throughout the country in which Spanish

is the primary spoken language.

22. The alert visitor to the U.S. will quickly note much that seems contradictory in

American life. Freedom of the press has not produced a well-informed public.

Despite American wealth, there are people sleeping in the streets. Americans are

friendly, but neighbors don't stop to chat. Supplied by the world's richest farmlands,

America's cuisine leaves much to be desired. The social commentator Paul Goodman

aptly (to the point) wrote, "America has a high standard of living of low average

quality."

Questions to be discussed:

1. When did the history of the USA begin?

2. How many Britain's American colonies were there in North America in the 18 th

century?

3. What were three most dramatic experiences in the USA history?

4. When did the Civil War happen?

5. When did the Great Depression happen?

6. When did Vietnam War happen?

7. When did the Cold War finish?

8. What does a “typical” American character imply?



Курс лекцій з навчальної дисципліни «Лінгвокраїнознавство основної

іноземної мови» для студентів денної форми навчання зі спеціальності 035 –

«Філологія» освітньо-професійної програми «Германські мови та літератури

(переклад включно)» освітнього ступеня «Бакалавр»

Укладач  старш. викл. Ю. М. Шульженко

Відповідальний за випуск зав. кафедри перекладу доц. Т. В. Чрділелі

Підп. до др._________.Формат 60х84 1/16. Папір тип. Друк ризографія.

Ум. друк. арк._________. Наклад____прим. Зам. № __________.

Безкоштовно.

Редакційно-видавничий відділ

Кременчуцького національного університету

імені Михайла Остроградського

вул. Першотравнева, 20, м. Кременчук, 39600




